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Romeo and Juliet

D he two chief families in Verona were the rich
TCapulets and the Montagues. There had been an
old quarrel between these families, which was grown to
such a height, and so deadly was the enmity! between
them, that it extended to the remotest kindred, to
the followers and retainers? of both sides, insomuch
that a servant of the house of Montague could not
meet a servant of the house of Capulet, nor a Capulet
encounter with a Montague by chance, but fierce words
and sometimes bloodshed ensued?; and frequent were
the brawls* from such accidental meetings, which
disturbed the happy quiet of Verona’s streets.

Old Lord Capulet made a great supper, to which many
fair ladies and many noble guests were invited. All
the admired beauties of Verona were present, and all
comers were made welcome if they were not of the
house of Montague.
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1 enmity ['enmrti] (n.) #uik

2 retainer [r1'temor] (n) (E A ) A
3 ensue [In'sul] (v.) kE E 54

4 brawl [brazl] (n) X & &4 F=p
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) At this feast of Capulets, Rosaline, beloved of Romeo,
son to the old Lord Montague, was present; and
though it was dangerous for a Montague to be seen
in this assembly, yet Benvolio, a friend of Romeo,
persuaded the young lord to go to this assembly in the
disguise of a mask, that he might see his Rosaline, and
seeing her, compare her with some choice beauties of
Verona, who (he said) would make him think his swan
a Crow.

Romeo had small faith in Benvolio’s words; neverthe-
less, for the love of Rosaline, he was persuaded to go.
For Romeo was a sincere and passionate lover, and
one that lost his sleep for love, and fled society to
be alone, thinking on Rosaline, who disdained® him,
and never requited his love, with the least show of
courtesy or affection; and Benvolio wished to cure his
friend of this love by showing him diversity of ladies
and company.

5 disdain [dis'dein] (v.) 3571
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