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Thumbling 2

There was once a poor peasant who sat one evening by the

fireplace and poked the fire as his wife sat spinning thread. Then
. ushed mth a stick 5pm spun-spun )
he said, “How sad it is that we have no children. With us all is

so quiet, and in other houses it is noisy and lively.”
. . energetic .
“Yes,” replied his wife with a sigh.

“Even if we had only one, and it were
quite small, and only as big as a thumb,
I should be quite satisfied, and we would

still love it with all our hearts.”
with all our love and care
Now it happened that the woman fell
became
ill, and after seven months she gave birth
a child was born-- =2
to a child that was perfect in all his limbs,
legs and arms

but no longer than a thumb.

ﬁ"““/ Yy

"'“ ‘Stop. & Think
What is the peasant couples 2 ﬁ

B wish? F’L&i
fireplace thread

@Y WORDS

* peasant a poor farmer * limb an arm or leg

* poke to push with a finger or an object * remain to stay the same

* spin to turn around quickly *spin-spun-spun  * nevertheless however

* thread a long, thin string to make clothes « sensibly intelligently

* lively full of energy; energetic « graceful having grace; elegant
¢ sigh aloud, deep breath ¢ creature a living thing

2 Stepl
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Then the couple said, “It is as we wished it to be, and he shall

i m . onlyasbigasathumb
be our dear child.” And because of his size, they called him

Thumbling.
Though the couple did not let him go without food, the
" gavehimenoughfood
child did not grow taller, but remained as he had been at first.
Nevertheless, he looked sensibly at the world through his eyes
However

and soon showed himself to be a wise and graceful creature, for

living thing.. A because

everything he did turned out well.

One day the peasant was getting ready to go into the forest to
cut wood when he said, as if to himself, “How I wish that there
was someone who would bring my cart to me.”

“Oh, Father,” cried Thumbling, “I will soon bring the cart.
Trust me. It shall be in the forest when you need it.”

The man sr\;ilulled and said, “How can you do that? You are far

too small to lead the horse by the reins.”

- Si_.‘op &, Think .
~ What did Thumbling want to do for
- his father?

cart reins

@ECK UP | True or false?

1 The peasant and his wife were rich.
2 Thumbling didn't grow as time went by.

3 One day, the peasant needed his cart in the forest.
@AM MAR POINT

—100...,10:... =80...that. ..
You are far too small to lead the horse by the reins.
(= You are so small that you cannot lead the horse by the reins.)

o'l humbling 3
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&) “That’s not important, Father. If my mother will just harness
the horse, I shall sit in the horse’s ear and tell him where he
must go.”

“Well,” answered the man, “let’s give it a try.”

let's try i
When the time came, the motheryattached the horse to the

harnessed

cart and placed Thumbling in his ear, and then the little child
cried, ”Glddy up! Giddy-up!”

shouted (a command used to get a horse to start moving or go faster)
Then the horse went quite properly as if with his master, and

the cart went the right way into the forest. It happened that just
as the horse was turning a corner and the little one was crying,
“Giddy-up,” two strange men came towards him.

“My word,” said one of them. “What is this?”
My God
“There is a cart coming, and a driver is calling to the horse,

but still he cannot be seen. That can’t be right,” said the other.
“We will follow the cart and see where it stops.”

Stop, & Think; =

How did Thumbling bring
~ thecart to his father?

master
(@®v worps
* harness to tie an animal to a vehicle * exactly right
¢ attach to connect one thing to another ¢ get hold of to grab
* place to put * amazement a great surprise
» properly correctly ¢ aside to one side

* turn a corner to change direction at a corner ~ * exhibit to show; to display

4  Stepl

CC BRFE 2 mUMmA



The cart, however, drove right into the forest and exactly to
the place where the wood had been cut. When Thumbling saw
his father, he cried to him, “Do you see, Father? Here I am with
the cart. Now take me down.”

The father gbg)[;gholdof the horse with his left hand and with
the right took higsrallij’gflde son out of the ear. Thumbling sat
down quite happily on a straw, but
when the two strange men saw
him, they did not know what
to say in their amazement.

Then one of thg;rqp;g%k the
other aside and said, “Listen.

The little fellow would make

us rich if we exhibited him in
_ showed )
a large town for money. We will

P Stop:&:Think

Why did the two strange men

buy him.” ~ want to buy Thumbling?

t
@ECK up | Finish the sentences. straw
The cart drove right - in a large town.
> The mother attached the horse b. to the cart.
3 The strange men wanted to exhibit Thumbling c. into the forest.

S ammaR POINT

— tell someone / see wh- S (subject) + V (verb)
| shall sit in the horse's ear and tell him where he must go.
We will follow the cart and see where it stops.

—® i

-ing” form (present participle)
There is a cart coming.

o'lhuml)ling 5

CC X b MUWHA



Vocabulary & Listening Practice

@ Vocabulary Practice: Match.
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peasant
poke
spin
thread

lively

. limb

sigh
remain

nevertheless

. sensibly
. graceful

. creature

D¢l DL 0L 1°6 8 251
[ 2

I to turn around quickly

a loud, deep breath

[¢] having grace; elegant

5] an arm or leg

2] however

to push with a finger or an object
(el a living thing

5] full of energy; energetic

"l a poor farmer

to stay the same

1\ intelligently

a long, thin string to make clothes

a H'S 1% Ve 1°¢



(0?‘ @ Listen and fill in the blanks with the correct words. Remember to change
the form of verbs or nouns if necessary.

There was once a poor 1. who sat one evening by the

fireplace and poked the fire as his wife sat spinning 2. . Then

he said, “How sad it is that we have no children. With us all is so quiet, and in

other houses it is noisy and 3. R

“Yes,” replied his wife with a sigh. “Even if we had only one, and it were
quite small, and only as big as a thumb, | should be quite satisfied, and we
would still love it with all our hearts.”

Now it happened that the woman fell ill, and after seven months she gave
birth to a child that was perfect in all his 4. , but no longer than
a thumb.

Then the couple said, “It is as we wished it to be, and he shall be our dear
child.” And because of his size, they called him Thumbling.
Though the couple did not let him go without food, the child did not grow

taller, but 5. as he had been at first. Nevertheless, he looked
6. at the world through his eyes and soon showed himself to
be a wise and 7. creature, for everything he did turned out
well.

One day the peasant was getting ready to go into the forest to cut wood
when he said, as if to himself, “How | wish that there was someone who would

bring my 8. to me.”

“Oh, Father,” cried Thumbling, “I will soon bring the cart. Trust me. It shall
be in the forest when you need it.”
The man smiled and said, “How can you do that? You are far too small to

lead the horse by the reins.”
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