§23% Once upon a time there

i

lived in Verona two great
families named Maontagu
and Capulet. They were
both rich, and [ suppose
they were as sensible’,

in most things, as other
rich people. But in one
thing they were extremely
silly. There was an old,
old quarrel between

the two families, and
instead of making it up
like reasanable folks, they
made a sort of pet’ of their quarrel, and would not let it
die out”.

So that a Montagu wouldn’t speak to a Capulet if he
met one in the street—nor a Capulet to a Montagu—or if
they did speak, it was to say rude and unpleasant things,
which often ended in a fight.

And their relations and servants were just as foolish, so
that street fights and duels® and uncomfortablenesses of
that kind were always growing out of the Montagu-and-
Capulet quarrel.

Now Lord Capulet, the head of that family, gave a
party—a grand” supper and a dance—and he was so
hospitable® that he said anyone might come to it except
(of course) the Montagues.




4§23 But there was a
young Montagu named
Romeo, wha very much
wanted to be there,
bhecause Rasaline, the
lady he loved, had been
asked.

This lady had never
been at all kind to him,
and he had no reason
to love her: but the fact
was that he wanted to
love somebody, and as
he hadn’t seen the right
lady, he was abliged to love the wrong one. So to the
Capulet’s grand party he came, with his friends Mercutio
and Benvalio.

1 sensible [}sensib3l] {a.) having sound reason and
judgment BEETAY

2 pet [pet] (n.) a fit of sulkiness 1B 3%

3 die out: to become less common and finally stop
existing iZF Y 5

4 duel [tdu:31] {n.) a fight with weapons between two people, used
in the past to settle a quarrel 32

5 grand [Er$nd] {(a.) splendid in style and appearance £2+49

6 hospitable [}hA:spit3b3l] {(a.) friendly, welcoming, and generous
to guests or strangers £ 2049

|. Romeo and |uliec 13



§3% ©Old Capulet welcomed
~ him and his two friends

very kindly—and young
Romeo moved about
among the crowd of
courtly” falk dressed in
their velvets® and satins”,
the men with jeweled ™
sword hilts** and callars,
and the ladies with
brilliant gems on breast
and arms, and stones of
price set in their bright

The ladies with brilliant gems on

' 12 '
g||‘d|eg : breast and arms, and stones of price
set in their bright girdles

Romeao was in his best
too, and though he ware
a black mask aver his eyes and nose, everyone could see
by his mouth and his hair, and the way he held his head,
that he was twelve times handsomer than anyone else in
the room.

Presently amid the dancers he saw a lady so beautiful
and so lovable that from that moment he never again
gave one thought to that Rosaline whom he had thought
he loved.

7 courtly [tke:rtli] (a.) polite, graceful and formal in
behaviour EEAY
g velvet [velvit] (n.) fabric with soft lustrous pile F ik
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