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Victor Hugo (1802~1885)

Victor Hugo was a famous French
poet, novelist, and playwright. He was the
third son in his family. His father was a
high-ranking officer in Napoleon’s army,
and his mother was an extreme Catholic
Royalist. Hugo was interested in literature,
but his father wanted him to be a soldier.

Hugo published his first collection of
poems, Odes et Poesies Diverses, in 1822. After that, he
published several collections of poems, novels, and plays
over a twenty-year period. After his daughter died in 1843,
he focused on politics for the next ten years. When Louis
Napoleon seized power in 1851 and established an anti-
parliamentary constitution, Hugo called him a traitor to
France. Hugo left France and lived in exile for nineteen
years, during which time he became absorbed in writing.
His best works came from this period. The novel Les
Miserables (1862), along with Notre-Dame de Paris (1831),
is considered his best work.

Hugo died in Paris on May 22, 1885, at the age of 83.
He was given a state funeral. Two million people in Paris
mourned his death, and he was buried in the Pantheon.

Les Miserables, translated variously from the French
title as The Miserable Ones, The Poor Ones, or The Wretched
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Poor, is considered one of the
greatest novels of the 19th century. It
consists of 5 volumes and 10 books.

This novel included Hugo’s
thoughts on social and religious
life. Hugo wrote passionately about
establishing an ideal society and
worked hard for the wretched.

The main plot is about Jean
Valjean, an ex-convict. Jean Valjean,
a poor man, was once imprisoned
for stealing a loaf of bread for his

starving family. After being released from prison, he steals
the Bishop Myriel’s silverware and wants to get revenge on
society. He is caught, but the bishop forgives him. Finally,
Valjean repents and begins a new life. Valjean becomes
a wealthy factory owner and is appointed mayor of his
adopted town. But one day an innocent man is arrested and
accused of being Jean Valjean. The man is going to be tried
the next day. To save the innocent man, the real ex-convict
decides to go to the trial and reveal his true identity. Valjean
is promptly arrested. Imprisoned, Valjean

soon escapes. Later, he meets Fantine, who
used to be a worker at his factory,
and her daughter Cosette.
Valjean saves Cosette from
a life of prostitution, and
they live happily together.
Nevertheless, Inspector

Javert keeps chasing Valjean . . .
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Jean Valjean

I spent! 19 years in prison?, but now that I've
gotten out?, I want to change my life and

become a good man. I try to help the poor* and

take care of>* my dear Cosette.

Cosette

I grew up® neglected’ in the Thenardiers' inné, but
Jean Valjean rescued® me. We have a happy life
together, but we're always moving'?, like we're

running from something.

1.spend [spend] (v.) 7c% (#5f) 6.grow up &x

2. prison ['prizen] (n.) &% 7. neglect [nr'glekt] (v.) &332
3. get out HAE 8.inn [m] (n.) &

4.the poor BA 9. rescue ['reskju] (v.) i
5. take care of & 10. move [muxv] (v.) 7
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Inspector Javert

## I'ma policeman, and ['ve been chasing!!
Jean Valjean for years. Somehow!?, he

always seems to!? escape from!4 me, but I won't

give up'>. I'll find him if it's the last thing I do.

Marius

Even though!® my grandfather and I don't get
along!’ any more, that's all right because I'm in
love!s with Cosette. I want to marry’® her, but it's
hard to find her since she and her father are always

moving.

Thenardier
Ever since?? Jean Valjean took Cosette from

,:f my inn, my family has been poor. I have to
do many things, including?! stealing??, to get

_-;_,I =

| money for my family.

11. chase [tfess] (v.) B 17. get along FEE#HE
12.somehow ['samhav] (adv) FEIEH 18 be in love with 8- 485
13. seem to LIF 19 marry ['meri] (v.) #4&

14. escape from 8- 2Lk 20. ever since Bt

15. give up M= 21.include [m'klud] (v.) B4E
16. even though Eif& 22. steal [sticl] (v.) %5
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é)n

One cold evening in October

of 1815, a man with a long beard?

and dirty clothes walked into the French town

of Digne. The man was in his forties and very

strong. He carried a bag and a walking staff4.

The man entered an inns and said to the

innkeeperé, “I’ve been traveling for a long time,

and I’'m very tired. I need a meal and a place to

sleep. I have money to pay you.”

The innkeeper looked closely at the strange

man. “I know who you are. You are Jean

Valjean. You’ve just been released’ from prisons.

1. desperate ['desparit] (a.)
RE—TIH 5 Hrapey

2. soul [soul] (n.) Ezk

3. beard [bird] (n.) L5

4. walking staff #1t

5.inn [m] (n.) &

6. innkeeper ['m kizpar] (n.)
BREERE

7. release [r'lis] (v.) i
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8. prison ['prizan] (n.) &5k
9.serve [ssirv] (v.) #4F

10. get out of &5

11. peacefully ['pixsfeli] (adv.)

12. rest [rest] (v.) IKE

13. lie down &

14. wooden ['wudn] (a.) REH
15. difference ['difarans] (n.) =3l



I don’t serve? people like you! Get out ofi® here

immediately!”

Jean Valjean left peacefully't. Outside it was
dark, cold, and windy. He was desperate for a
place to rest!?. He lay down!3 on a stone bench
in front of a church and tried to sleep. But a
woman came out and asked, “How can you
sleep outside on that stone bench?”

“I’ve been sleeping on a wooden!4 one in
prison for nineteen years. What’s the

difference1s?”

flonelRointi)

I’'ve been sleeping on a wooden one in prison for nineteen years.

HERLEFENARE LEY TFET ©

have been V-ing: RRELETE@EENE » IRBEBELE—ELREY
ex. He has been waiting for you for two hours. fth 24 /RME/NG T -
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The woman pointed to! a small house next to
the church. “You could stay there,” she said.

The Bishop? of Digne was a gentle3, old man
who lived with his sister and a servant4. He
helped anyone who was in need, and he never
locked his doors.

That evening, he was sitting by the fire when
his sister said, “Brother, people are saying
there’s a terrible man in town. The police have
told everyone to lock their doors and windows.”

But the bishop only smiled. Suddenly there
was a loud knocks at the door.

“Come in,” said the bishop.

The bishop’s sister and servant trembledé
when Jean Valjean walked into their house, but
the bishop was calm’.

“I am Jean Valjean,” said the stranger. “I’ve
just been released from prison after nineteen
years. I’ve been walking for four days, and I

desperately need a place to rest. Can you help

me?”

1. point to &% 6. tremble ['trembal] (v.) 3&#}
2. bishop ['bifap] (n.) £ 7. calm [kalm] (a.) $#EH

3. gentle ['dzentl] (a.) FZMH 8.warm oneself & &
4. servant ['ssirvent] (n.) A 9. monsieur [ma'sjsir] (n.)

5. knock [nak] (n.) &9 ek (eh
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CHAPTER ONE Two Desperate Souls

The bishop told his servant to set another
place at the table for Valjean. “Sit down, and
warm yourselfs, Monsieur? Valjean,” said the

bishop. “Dinner will be ready soon.”
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Y/ Chech Un ]
Fill in the blank with proper word.
because he had

Valjean found no place to
just been released from prison.



After the big meal, Valjean began to relax:

and look around the small house. The bishop’s
house was not luxurious?, but he could see
the valuable? set of silver knives, forks, and
candlesticks# at the table. Then he noticed the
bishop’s servant putting the silverwares aways® in
a cabinet’.

The bishop handed? one of the candlesticks to
Valjean. “Here, this will light® your way. Follow
me to the sparel® bedroom,” said the bishop.

1. relax [rr'leks] (v.) Hkz 7. cabinet ['kebmat] (n.) EFil
2. luxurious [lag'zvariss] (a.) ZF#EH & hand [hend] (v.) & ; &
3.valuable ['valjuabal] (a.) {EEH 9. light [art] (v.) 8852

4. candlestick ['kendlstik] (n) &  10. spare [sper] (a.) FIth#Y

5. silverware ['silvorwer] (n.) 83§ 11. a bowl of —#i

6. put away 41 : #f7 12 fall asleep %=
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