Calaf

My name is Calaf. I was born the Prince
of Tartary. I am an old man now, but
when I was young I experienced a great
challenge. I lost a friend, but I changed
the life of a very special person. Do you
like riddles? I do.

Princess Turandot N -
My name is Princess Turandot. Many P o
men ask for my hand, but I refuse to

marry them. I think it is important to
honor our ancestors, don’t you? If you
wish to marry me, you must be very
clever or else you will pay the price!
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King Timur
My name is King Timur.
I lost my country in
war and my sight
while fleeing. I am
searching for my son, Calaf. We were separated
following the war.

Luckily I have Liu, my servant, to guide me.
What would I do without her?

Liu
My name is Liu. I am King
Timur’s servant. After the
war I took care of the King. It
is my duty to look after the King and
his family. I am very fond of Calaf,
and I hope we can find him soon.




My life has been full of adventure. Now that I
am very old, telling stories is all I can do. My
name is Calaf. I was born the Prince of Tartary.

After a very long and terrible war, my father,
King Timur, and I were forced to escape from
my country. I didn’t know what happened to
my father but now I was in Peking.
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I would never forget the evening I arrived-in this
great city. Many people had gathered in the
square in front of the Imperial Palace.

It was really amazing. There must have been
thousands of people there.

I thought that something very exciting was to
occur, so I asked, “What’s happening?”

One person in the crowd replied, “A man will be
killed soon. He had come to try to marry
Princess Turandot. He had to solve the
Princess’s riddles first before he could marry her,
but he failed. Now they will cut off his head.”
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