“William Shakespeate (1564-1616)

The world’s greatest playwright, William Shakespeare, was
born of a middle class family in England. Since his familrv .had
money, his childhood was very comfortable. However..Wﬂham
could not attend a university, because his family lost their wealth
when he was thirteen years old.

At the age of eighteen he married Anne
Hathaway, who was eight years older than
him. He had three children with her. Tt is
believed that Shakespeare began to write as a
playwright around 1590. In the beginning, he
was just copying the stories of other authors
and sharpening his writing skills. But he kept
getting more and more popular. Finally, he
achieved some success as an actor and a
playwright and in 1594 became a leading

member of the King’s official playwright
company, where he continued to write until his death. -

He wrote thirty-seven plays, and his work is generally dmc.k:d
up into four periods: historic plays, “joyous” comedies, tt'agedlfzg,
and tragic romantic comedies. His four well-known great tragedies
include Hamlet, Othello, King Lear, and Macheth. They wer‘e
written during the tragedies period. The sonnets in Shakespeare’s
plays clearly support his reputation as the best poet and greatest
dramatist that has ever lived. .

Shakespeare died on his fifty-second birthday on April 2.3.
1616 in his birthplace, Stratford-Upon-Avon. The people there still
annually celebrate his death.

The Merchant of Venice is a comedy divided up
into five acts and was published in 1597. Antonio, a Venetian
merchant, has a close friend, Bassanio. One day, Bassanio asks
Antonio for a loan because he desperately needs money to court
Portia, who lives in Belmont. Antonio agrees, but he is unable to
make the loan himself, so he borrows some money at an exorbitant
interest rate from the moneylender Shylock. The moneylender will
also be entitled to a pound of Antonio’s own flesh if he can’t pay
back the loan.

In order to marry Portia, Bassanio must first choose the case
that contains her portrait from among the three different cases made
of gold, silver, and lead. He passes the test and gets a

chance to marry her.

In the meantime, Antonio has lost all of
his ships and can no longer pay back the loan
from Shylock. Wise Portia hears of this and
disguises herself as a man and becomes

Antonio’s lawyer. Finally, she saves him with
her wisdom. She reminds Shylock that he can take

a pound of Antonio’s flesh only if he can do it without

causing any bleeding because the contract does not entitle him to
spill any blood.

The Merchant of Venice is one of Shakespeare’s romantic
comedies and is the most popular
and successful work among his
comic plays.
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@ Original English texts
It is easy to understand the meaning of the text,
because the text is divided phrase by phrase and
sentence by sentence.

@Explanation of the vocabulary
The words and expressions that includ.e vocabulary
above the elementary level are clearly defined.

©Response notes
Spaces are included in the book so you can take notes
about what you don’t understand or what you want to

remember.

@ One point lesson |
In-depth analyses of major grammar points aljd
expressions help you to understand sentences with

difficult grammar.
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| Catch key words

Read the key words in the sentences and practice
catching the gist of the meaning of the sentence. You might
question how working with a few important words could
enhance your reading ability. However, it’s quite effective.
If you continue to use this method, you will find out that the
key words and your knowledge of people and situations
enables you to understand the sentence.

2 Divide long sentences

Read in chunks of meaning, dividing sentences into
meaningful chunks of information. In the book, chunks are
arranged in sentences according to meaning. If you consider
the sentences backwards or grammatically, your reading
speed will be slow and you will find it difficult to listen to
English.

You are ready to move to a more sophisticated level of
comprehension when you find that narrowly focusing on
chunks is irritating, Instead of considering the chunks, you
will make it a habit to read the sentence from the beginning
to the end to figure out the meaning of the whole.



% Make inferences and assumptions

Making inferences and assumptions are part of your
ability. If you don’t know, try to guess the meaning of the
words. Although you don’t know all the words in context,
don’t go straight to the dictionary. Developing an ability to
make inferences in the context is important.

The first way to figure out the meaning of a word is
from its context. If you cannot make head or tail out of the
meaning of a word, look at what comes before or after it.
Ask yourself what can happen in such a situation. Make
your best guess as to the word’s meaning. Then check the
explanations of the word in the book or look up the word in

a dictionary.

4 Read a lot and reread the same book many

times

There is no shortcut to mastering English. Only if you
do a lot of reading will you make your way to the summit.
Read fun and easy books with an average of less than one
new word per page. Try to immerse yourself in English as
often as you can.

Spend time “swimming” in English. Language learning
research has shown that immersing yourself in English will
help you improve your English, even though you may not

be aware of what you’re learning.
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Shylock

I am a moneylender' living in Venice, Italy. 1
make? a lot of money by lending money to others

and charging’ them high interest”. People in

Venice hate me because I am Jewish® and
greedy®. Butl don't care. I hate them, too, particularly”, Antonio.
| moneylender [ mani.lendar] (n.) A 2. make money Mk

charge [tfard3] (v.) F1E %% / interest ['intorest] (n.) #] &

Jewish ["dzumf] (a.) % KA89 greedy [gridi] (a.) & 449
7 particularly [por tikjalerli] (adv.) 4% %! H,

Antonio

Like Shylock, I am a moneylender. I am,
however, quite different from' him. Ilike helping
people when they are in trouble’, I often lend

money to others and don't charge any interest.

Shylock hates me for doing this. T hate him, too, because he is
heartless’ and greedy.

| be different from... $iL--+-- 48 2 bein trouble & B ¥ ¢ A HE
! heartless [“ha:rtlos] (a.) #1695 &85 Y
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Bassanio

I am Anténio's best friend. Whenever I need
money, Antonio helps me. Recently, I fell in love
with' a wonderful woman named Portia. I need
some money to buy Portia some gifts before I

propose to’ her. As always, 1 will ask Antonio to help me.

1. to fall in love with sb % E X A 2 to propose to sh ) 3 A R 4&

Portia

My father recently passed away’, and I inherited’
a lot of money. Before he died, he set up® some
conditions® for suitors® who want to marry me.
They must go through” a test.

| to pass away ¥ 2 inherit [inher1t] (v.) /&8 3 tosetup 3L

4 condition [kon difan] (n.) t#F  5 suitor [sustar] (n.) K4
6. to go through 3 i%

Gratiano & Nerissa

We are Bassanio and Portia's servants'. Even
though® we are inferior to' them, they treat us
like' their own family. We will always be loyal

to’ them.

| servant ["s3avent] (n.) 4% 2 even though Ppi&
. be inferior to sb $& 4o 2 A 4 totreatsb like... #F 3 Ao oo
5. be loyal to sb # & A &3

i1



RESPUNSE NUTES
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] have a story to tell. Tt is a story of love and
hatred. A story of giving and taking. A story of
laughter and tears. This story was told a long
time ago. But it still has as much meaning today
as it did then. It happened in a city called
Venice! in Italy. This beautiful city rests’like a
crown* jewel” on the Adriatic Sea".

4. Venice ["venis] (n.)
ES e X Wk
2 test [rest] (v.) ¥ 3 A S

merchant [ ma:tfont] (n.) B A

o

3. crown [kraun] (n.) 25

4. jewel ["d3zuzal] (n.) 7. repay [ per] (v.) {1 ; EI3R
SRS (repay-repaid-repaid )

5. Adriatic Sea Z24/F 2 4% 8. interrible ways vAMEB6G F X,
(HAAFe@mtHEM o simply [simpli] (adv.)
8y M%) ' Bk s A

There lived a moneylender named Shylock in

Venice. He earned a lot by lending money to

merchantss. Many people hated Shylock. Some
people hated him because he forced merchants

to repay” him in terrible wayss. Others hated
him simply® because he was Jewish.
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Some people ... Others hated him simply because he was
Jewish. A A coeee H AR IRAL > R A ML AA -

Some...Others... : k... » H{OAY----- (HEAE)

ex: Some say that he is innocent. Others say that he is
guilty. A A FALE & 69 > LALAGAER FE -
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