
Introduction
This book is the second volume of a series of books concentrating on training reading skills. 

Each article is accompanied by six essential questions to help readers understand the article. 
These questions are within the framework of the following categories: 

Main Idea   Readers will have to ask themselves, “What point is the writer trying to make?” 
By asking this question, they will be aware of looking for an answer during the reading process. 

Subject Matter   The subject matter question can help readers focus on the articles they are 
reading. After reading the first few lines of the article, readers should ask themselves, ´What is 
the subject matter of this article?” They will start concentrating instantly. 

Supporting Details   The article is made up of details that support the main idea. Supporting 
details come in various forms, such as e[amples, e[planations, descriptions, definitions, 
comparisons, contrasts, and metaphors.

Inference   Inference Tuestions ask the readers to find the inferences and assumptions made 
in the article. The main goal of the question is to train readers’ abilities of critical and logical 
thinking.  

Words in Context   Words in Context are important in understanding an article. Mistaking 
the meanings of some Key Words or phrases can lead to a gross misunderstanding of the author’s 
message. 

Others   Other reading skills include:
Clarifying Devices The author might use similes and metaphors to capture readers’ attention and 
spark their imaginations. The most widely used clarifying devices are signal words (Àrst� seFoQG� 
Qe[t� last� ÀQally), and transitional words or phrases (iQ ErieI� iQ FoQFlusioQ� aEoYe all� thereIore). 
Organizational patterns are also clarifying devices, including the chronological pattern, in which 
events are ordered by the time at which they occurred.
Text Form A text form refers to a type of writing such as fantasy, autobiography, or newspaper 
article. Knowing the text form can help readers achieve a better understanding of the purpose of 
the article and determine how to interpret the article.
Cause and Effect Cause and effect Tuestions are concerned with why things happen �causes� 
and what happens as a result �effects�. 8nderstanding cause and effect relationships can guide 
readers to understand how one event or action caused another to occur. Words like so, EeFause, 
and as a result, are good clues that help readers recogni]e a cause-and-effect relationship.
Fact or Opinion A fact is something that is true and is supported by evidence. An opinion 
is something you believe or feel. Being able to identify facts and opinions can help readers 
differentiate between what is real and what is someone’s point of view or thought, and e[plore 
their knowledge or opinions on a topic.

Writer’s Tone A writer’s tone is the attitude the writer takes on the subject he or she is writing 
about. It gives readers clues as to how the author feels about his or her subject. This type of 
question is usually described using an emotion word such as serious, huPorous, or hoSeIul.
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Questions

The Queen of Crime

01 001 

_____ 1.  What is the main idea of the article?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Main Idea

A The early 20th century was an important period for detective fiction.
B Agatha Christie’s life path was changed greatly by the start of World War I.
C Hercule Poirot appears in more than 30 of Agatha Christie’s novels.
D Agatha Christie is one of the most influential crime writers of all time.

_____ 2.  What is the article about?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙ Subject Matter

A A famous crime. B A terrible world event.
C A person’s life and work. D A well-known series of books.

_____ 3.  Which of the following is true?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Supporting Details

A Agatha Christie’s first novel came out when she was a child.
B Agatha Christie worked as a nurse during World War I.
C Agatha Christie was herself a victim of murder.
D Agatha Christie wrote only two novels during her life.

_____ 4.  What can we guess from the article?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Making Inferences

A Many of Christie’s books involve murders by poisoning.
B Christie quickly grew to hate her creation Hercule Poirot.
C Poirot was the only detective that Christie ever created.
D Few non-readers will have heard of Murder on the Orient Express.

_____ 5.  What does twist in the third paragraph most likely mean?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Words in Context

A A lively dance. B A bend in a road.
C An unusual shape. D An unexpected event. 

_____ 6.  How does the writer create interest in the first paragraph?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Clarifying Devices

A With an impressive statistic. B With a difficult question.
C With a funny observation. D With an interesting comparison.

The 1920s and ’30s are often said to be the 
"Golden Age of Detective1 Fiction2." Among 
the many writers of the era3, one stands above 
the rest: Agatha Christie. Her books have sold 
more than two billion copies, making her one 
of the best-selling authors of all time. Today, 
she is widely known as the "Queen of Crime."

Christie was born in 1890 in a seaside town 
on the south coast of England. Like many young 
women of her time, she was expected to marry 
young and start a family. In 1914, soon after the start of World War 
I, she married Archibald Christie. However, the war delayed their plans. Her 
husband went off to fight, while she took up work as a nurse. By ����, she had 
qualified4 as a pharmacist5, gaining detailed knowledge of medicines and 
poisons. She would later make good use of this information in her novels.

During the war years, Christie created her first great detective, Hercule 
Poirot, inspired6 by the Belgian refugees� she saw in her town. Her first novel,  
The Mysterious Affair at Styles ���20�, introduces Poirot as a Belgian refugee 
with a distinctive8 moustache9 and a passion for psychology10. When an old 
woman is mysteriously11 poisoned, it is up to Poirot to solve the crime! With its 
unique detective and many surprise twists, the novel was a success. More works 
soon followed, with Poirot eventually appearing in more than 30 novels and 
many short stories.

Of all of these, the most 
famous is probably Murder on 
the Orient12 Express. In it, a man 
is found stabbed13 to death on 
a luxury14 train. Yet, all twelve 
suspects have solid alibis15. 
Who could have done it? Even 
those who have never read the 
book may know the story. It 
has been adapted16 into films, 
TV shows, video games, and 
even a board game!

1

2

3

4

� Hercule Poirot featured 
on a postage stamp

� The novel Murder on the 
Orient Express was later 
made into a film.

8nlike many of the characters in her novels, Christie died peacefully in ���6, 
leaving behind an extraordinary�� legacy18. Indeed, her amazing mysteries 
continue to shape detective fiction to this day.
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Key Words
1  detective (n.) 偵探；警探　 2 fiction (n.) 小說；虛構的事　 3 era (n.) 時代；年代；紀元　 

4 qualify (v.)（使）具有資格；有權　 5 pharmacist (n.) 藥劑師　 6 inspire (v.) 賦予靈感；激勵 

7 refugee (n.) 難民；流亡者　 8 distinctive (a.) 與眾不同的　 9 moustache (n.) 八字鬍 

10 psychology (n.) 心理（學）　11 mysteriously (adv.) 神祕地　 

12 orient (n.)【搭配the】東方 (v.) 使朝向；適應　13 stab (v.) 刺；戳；扎 

14 luxury (n.) 奢侈（品）；豪華　15 alibi (n.) 不在犯罪現場的證明；藉口　16 adapt (v.) 改編；適應；調整　 

17 extraordinary (a.) 非凡的；驚人的　18 legacy (n.) 遺留物；遺產
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women of her time, she was expected to marry 
young and start a family. In 1914, soon after the start of World War 
I, she married Archibald Christie. However, the war delayed their plans. Her 

For the Love of  

the Beautiful Game
36 036 

Questions

France and Uruguay have both won twice. England and Spain have each captured 

the title once.

_____ 1.  Which sentence is closest to the main point?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙
∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Main Idea

A There are three secrets to winning a World Cup.

B The World Cup is a famous football tournament.

C FIFA organizes the World Cup tournament.

D Brazil has won the most World Cup titles.

_____ 2.  What does this article describe?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙
∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

Subject Matter

A A culture.        B An organization.        C A competition.        D A history.

_____ 3.  According to the article, which of the following sentences is NOT true?

  
∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙
∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Supporting Details

A France has won the World Cup twice.

B Germany has won the World Cup twice.

C The World Cup was not held in 1942 and 1946.

D The first World Cup tournament was in 1930.

_____ 4.  What can we infer from the third paragraph?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙
∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Inference

A People prefer long soccer matches.

B The World Cup takes three years to finish.

C It is very hard to get into the World Cup finals.

D It costs a lot of money to become World Champion.

_____ 5.  What does big deal mean, like in the second paragraph?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Words in Context

A Something that happens quite suddenly.

B Something that is cheap and easy to find.

C Something that makes people happy.

D Something that is very important.

_____ 6.  What is the effect of there being so many teams in the early  

World Cup tournaments?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙
∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Cause and Effect

A The tournaments are very long.

B The tournaments are considered to be easy.

C The tournaments are held in Europe.

D The tournaments aren’t watched by many people.

You may know the sport as football, soccer, or simply “the beautiful game.” 

It is played worldwide, by rich people and poor people, in the freezing1 cold 

and tropical2 heat. One tournament3 brings fans from around the world 

together: the FIFA World Cup.

FIFA, the International Federation4 of Association5 Football, organized the 

first World Cup tournament back in ��30. Since then, it has been held every 

four years, except for 1942 and 1946. Just try asking anyone who lives in Africa, 

Asia, or Europe. They will surely tell you that the World Cup is a big deal. FIFA 

estimates6 that �.� billion viewers worldwide watched the final match in 2022. 

That’s enough to make it the most watched sporting event in the world.

Most viewers only pay attention to the final part of the World Cup 

tournament. -ust getting that far is a long and di඼cult road for national teams. 

In the lead-up to the World Cup finals, smaller tournaments are held on si[ 

continents7. These tournaments see up to 200 countries competing8 for a spot 

in the finals. Since there are so many teams, the tournaments end up9 taking a 

long time. Most of them kick off a full three years before the final game is even 

scheduled!
The final part of the World Cup involves10 32 teams and lasts 

for about a month, though this will expand to 48 teams in 2026. 

It kicks off with the group stage. That’s when groups of four 

teams all play each other, with the top two moving on. Then 

comes the knockout11 stage, when any loss will send a team 

home. Eventually, there will be two teams left standing. These 

two will clash12 in a thrilling13 final match for the title of World 

Champion.
The title has gone to Bra]il five times, which is more than 

any other nation. Brazil is also the only nation to have played 

in every World Cup. Italy and Germany are tied14 for second, 

with four victories each. Argentina comes next with three titles. 

1

2

3

4

5

 X Team Argentina after winning 

the 2022 World Cup Final Key Words

1  freezing (a.) 極冷的　 2 tropical (a.) 熱帶的　 3 tournament (n.) 錦標賽　 4 federation (n.) 聯盟　

5 association (n.) 協會　 6 estimate (v.) 估計　 7 continent (n.) 大陸　 8 compete (v.) 競爭 

9 end up 以……告終　10 involve (v.) 牽涉　11 knockout (n.) 淘汰賽　12 clash (v.) 激烈競爭 

13 thrilling (a.) 緊張刺激的　14 tie (v.) 打成平手
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B The tournaments are considered to be easy.

 The tournaments are held in Europe.

The articles are written about various kinds of topics: culture, 
mystery, business, people, arts & literature, and more. Readers 
will learn English as they explore their world.
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In our reading plan, the 100 articles are divided 
into 16 weeks. Readers should read 6–7 articles 
each week. By following the plan, the readers 
will make steady progress in mastering English 
reading skills.

7

 

will learn English as they explore their world.
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82

Questions

_____ 1.  Which sentence is closest to the main point of this article?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Main Idea

A Pickleball was invented by badminton players in 1965. 
B Pickleball has its own professional league in the United States. 
C Pickleball came from nowhere and is now popular worldwide.  
D Pickleball can be played by people of all ages.    

_____ 2.  What is this article mainly about?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙ Subject Matter

A A silly name. B Celebrities.
C Three fathers.  D A new sport. 

_____ 3.  Which of the following is NOT true about pickleball?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Supporting Details

A It has a very fast pace.  B It has a lowered net. 
C It is played with a plastic ball. D It is played on a small court.

_____ 4.  Which of the following is probably true about pickleball?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Making Inferences

A It is expensive to play. B It is popular with retired people.
C It has complicated rules.  D It is usually played at night.  

_____ 5.  What does have a blast mean in the article?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Words in Context

A To invent something new.  B To be bad at something. 
C To enjoy something. D To be in danger. 

_____ 6.  How does the writer create interest in the first paragraph?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Clarifying Devices

A Surprising facts. B A personal story.
C Precise arguments. D A funny story. 

The Other “Racket” Sport82 082 

Over seven percent1 of Americans play it, though it is 
much younger than most other popular sports. In fact, 
it has become one of the fastest-growing sports in 
the world, and its popularity2 is still growing. With 
a silly name like “pickleball,” however, this sport 
clearly doesn’t take itself too seriously.

Pickleball’s story started with three bored fathers 
back in 1965. They wanted to play badminton3 with 
their kids, but they didn’t have the right equipment4. 
Instead, they played with ping-pong paddles5 and a plastic 
ball. It was di඼cult for the kids at first, so the men tried 
lowering the net. After that, everyone started to have a 
blast6. In fact, it was so fun that they kept on playing it year 
after year. Eventually7 they created o඼cial rules and a special court8 for their 
homemade9 family activity.

How do you play pickleball? Well, the court is smaller than a tennist court, 
and players use solid paddles to hit a plastic ball over a low net. Games are played 
in either singles or doubles. Only the serving side can score points. If the other 
side wins a rally, it earns the right to serve10. The first side to reach �� points³and 
lead by at least two³wins. 

What started as a casual11 family activity is now a serious sport. Major League 
Pickleball has grown into a genuine12 professional13 league, backed by major 
companies and sports investors. The sport has also gone global, with courts 
popping up in India, Canada, Vietnam, the United Kingdom, and elsewhere. 
What’s more, the A2 Pickleball Slam is now an o඼cial part of the Australian 2pen, 
one of tennis’s biggest events.

 �Pickleball has become 
increasingly popular 
since its humble 
beginnings. 

Another remarkable14 thing about pickleball is its generational diversity15. 
Just as when it began in 1965, it remains a sport for all ages. It is very popular 
among elderly people because of its small court and relaxed pace. At the same 
time, it is also a hit with young people. The average age of a pickleball player 
is 35, and that number keeps dropping. What started as a backyard game for 
three families has become an international sport for practically everyone. If the 
figures16 are anything to go by, pickleball’s best days are still ahead of it.  

1

2

3

4

5

Key Words
1  percent (n.) ϵ分之 ……　 2 popularity (n.) 人氣；流行　 3 badminton (n.) ϻ毛ଢ　 

4 equipment (n.) 裝௪；用具　 5 paddle (n.) ࣲଢש；ᅿ  (v.) 用ᅿΒ 

6 have a blast ِ得း興　 7 eventually (adv.) 最終　 8 court (n.)（網ଢ等的）ଢ場；法院；法ࢬ　 

9 homemade (a.) 自製的；家༁ਂ的　10 serve (v.)（網ଢ等運動的）發ଢ 

11 casual (a.) 非正式的；ຠ巧的　12 genuine (a.) ॆ正的　13 professional (a.) ᔖ業的；專業的 

14 remarkable (a.) ࠽得注意的；非凡的；ՙ越的　15 diversity (n.) 多樣性；差異 

16 figure (n.) 數字；身材
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Different Species in the Great Barrier Reef

 T shark

 T Mellyfish

 T sea turtle

 Tdugong

 Thumpback whale
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C Precise arguments. 

Each article is followed by six essential questions
to help readers understand the content.

Bountiful pictures that provide 
additional information related 
to the articles will enhance 
readers’ pleasure in reading.

A Golden Pearl on 

the Mountain’s Edge

Located at the summit of Mt. 

Kyaiktiyo, the Kyaiktiyo Pagoda is one of 

Myanmar’s most jaw-dropping religious 

sites. What makes it special, though, isn’t 

the pagoda itself but rather what it stands 

on. The humble seven-meter-tall pagoda 

is balanced on top of a giant golden 

rock. More astonishingly, the rock itself is 

balanced on the edge of a steep mountain 

slope! The latter is so delicately balanced, it 

looks like it could fall at any minute! 

The pagoda, and the golden rock 

it stands on, is one of the holiest sites 

in Myanmar. The rock’s strange color is 

due to it being covered in thin sheets of 

gold. Whenever pilgrims come to offer 

prayers, they paste a square of gold leaf 

to the rock in respect. How the rock has 

remained in place for so many centuries 

is a mystery. Many say it is due to the power 

of the holy object that is kept there. Legend 

says that the rock is balanced on a single 

strand of the Buddha’s hair!

9isiting the site takes a five-hour bus 

trip from the city of Yangon. On reaching 

the base of the mountain, visitors pile into 

a truck, which takes them along the long, 

winding road to the summit. As the rock 

comes into view, it first appears as a tiny, 

gleaming point. Over time it gets bigger 

and bigger until finally its full gigantic si]e is revealed. The area around the 

rock is often crowded with hundreds of pilgrims. The sound of prayers fills the 

1
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3
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� Pilgrims pasting a square 

of gold leaf to the rock

� Pilgrims piling into a truck, which 

takes them to the summit
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the Mountain

Located at the summit of Mt. 

Kyaiktiyo, the Kyaiktiyo Pagoda is one of 

Kyaiktiyo, the Kyaiktiyo Pagoda is one of 

Myanmar’s most jaw-dropping religious 

Myanmar’s most jaw-dropping religious 

sites. What makes it special, though, isn’t 

sites. What makes it special, though, isn’t 

the pagoda itself but rather what it stands 

the pagoda itself but rather what it stands 

on. The humble seven-meter-tall pagoda 

on. The humble seven-meter-tall pagoda 
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 �How smart technology ensures the smooth Áow of goods in a globali]ed economy
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The Hidden Network 

of a Global Economy

Your smartphone says that it’s made in China or India, but the truth is more 

complicated. It may contain metals mined in Africa and then refined in Asia. 

Perhaps it has a processing chip from Taiwan. Maybe it was designed in (urope. 

Whatever the case, your phone has travelled a long way to get to you. The 

Mourney it took is called a supply chain.   

Supply chains are the steps in making a product and delivering it to a 

consumer. Consider the supply chain for a bag of chips. There are early steps 

like growing potatoes and harvesting salt. There are intermediate steps where 

ingredients are combined and the chips are packaged. Finally, there are later 

steps where the bag of chips is shipped to a warehouse or store.

Nearly everything we use contains ingredients or parts from around the 

world. As a result, modern supply chains are very complicated. They can involve 

do]ens of different companies, workers, and vehicles. All of them are focused 

on one step of the process. These comple[, global supply chains are great for 

consumers. They help keep shelves 

stocked with affordable products. 

However, there are also risks. Inputs 

must arrive on time or the whole 

supply chain breaks down. 

X Modern supply chains power the global 

economy across land, sea, and air.
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Hidden Family 

HistoriesHidden Family 

Histories

Have you ever wondered if you had long-lost 

relatives in some far-off country? Maybe they look 

like you or talk like you. Maybe they have the same 

laugh. A technology called genetic genealogy could 

help you find them. 

Genetic genealogy combines DNA testing with 

traditional research. The word "genetic" refers to DNA. 

DNA testing can show if two people are related. You send 

a DNA sample to a company. The company compares 

your DNA with DNA from millions of other people. If 

your DNA matches someone else's DNA, you might 

share the same ancestors. The word "genealogy" means studying family history. 

This includes looking at old documents like birth records, marriage certificates, 

and immigration papers. It can also mean talking to older family members about 

the past. Together, DNA testing and family research help people discover relatives 

and learn about their roots. 

Companies like Family Tree and 23andMe started selling genetic genealogy 

tests in the early 2000s. Customers received a home kit and mailed in a personal 

DNA sample. The company tested the DNA and sent back a detailed report. 

The report showed family history through both parents. It also showed ethnic 

background by region.

Beyond helping people trace their roots, this technology has other 

important uses. Police can use it to solve crimes. Here’s how it works. When 

police find DNA at a crime scene, they can search DNA databases. Sometimes 

the DNA matches a relative of the criminal. This match gives police an important 

 �A family tree illustrates 

ancestral relationships. 
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 �Genetic genealogy could help you 

find your long-lost relatives.
94 094 
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The Queen of Crime

01 001 

The 1920s and ’30s are often said to be the 
"Golden Age of Detective1 Fiction2." Among 
the many writers of the era3, one stands above 
the rest: Agatha Christie. Her books have sold 
more than two billion copies, making her one 
of the best-selling authors of all time. Today, 
she is widely known as the "Queen of Crime."

Christie was born in 1890 in a seaside town 
on the south coast of England. Like many young 
women of her time, she was expected to marry 
young and start a family. In 1914, soon after the start of World War 
I, she married Archibald Christie. However, the war delayed their plans. Her 
husband went off to fight, while she took up work as a nurse. By ����, she had 
qualified4 as a pharmacist5, gaining detailed knowledge of medicines and 
poisons. She would later make good use of this information in her novels.

During the war years, Christie created her first great detective, Hercule 
Poirot, inspired6 by the Belgian refugees7 she saw in her town. Her first novel,  
The Mysterious Affair at Styles (1920), introduces Poirot as a Belgian refugee 
with a distinctive8 moustache9 and a passion for psychology10. When an old 
woman is mysteriously11 poisoned, it is up to Poirot to solve the crime! With its 
unique detective and many surprise twists, the novel was a success. More works 
soon followed, with Poirot eventually appearing in more than 30 novels and 
many short stories.

Of all of these, the most 
famous is probably MurGer oQ 
the Orient12 ([Sress. In it, a man 
is found stabbed13 to death on 
a luxury14 train. Yet, all twelve 
suspects have solid alibis15. 
Who could have done it? Even 
those who have never read the 
book may know the story. It 
has been adapted16 into films, 
TV shows, video games, and 
even a board game!

1
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� Hercule Poirot featured 
on a postage stamp

� The novel MurGer oQ the 
2rieQt ([Sress was later 
made into a film.

 X Agatha Christie 
(1890-1976)
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even a board game!
on a postage stamp 2rieQt ([Sress was later 

made into a film.
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Questions

_____ 1.  What is the main idea of the article?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Main Idea

A The early 20th century was an important period for detective fiction.
B Agatha Christie’s life path was changed greatly by the start of World War I.
C Hercule Poirot appears in more than 30 of Agatha Christie’s novels.
D Agatha Christie is one of the most influential crime writers of all time.

_____ 2.  What is the article about?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙ Subject Matter

A A famous crime. B A terrible world event.
C A person’s life and work. D A well-known series of books.

_____ 3.  Which of the following is true?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Supporting Details

A Agatha Christie’s first novel came out when she was a child.
B Agatha Christie worked as a nurse during World War I.
C Agatha Christie was herself a victim of murder.
D Agatha Christie wrote only two novels during her life.

_____ 4.  What can we guess from the article?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Making Inferences

A Many of Christie’s books involve murders by poisoning.
B Christie quickly grew to hate her creation Hercule Poirot.
C Poirot was the only detective that Christie ever created.
D Few non-readers will have heard of MurGer oQ the 2rieQt ([Sress.

_____ 5.  What does twist in the third paragraph most likely mean?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Words in Context

A A lively dance. B A bend in a road.
C An unusual shape. D An unexpected event. 

_____ 6.  How does the writer create interest in the first paragraph?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Clarifying Devices

A With an impressive statistic. B With a difficult question.
C With a funny observation. D With an interesting comparison.

8nlike many of the characters in her novels, Christie died peacefully in ���6, 
leaving behind an extraordinary17 legacy18. Indeed, her amazing mysteries 
continue to shape detective fiction to this day.
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6Key Words
1  detective (n.) 偵探；警探　 2 fiction (n.) 小說；虛構的事　 3 era (n.) 時代；年代；紀元　 

4 qualify (v.)（使）具有資格；有權　 5 pharmacist (n.) 藥劑師　 6 inspire (v.) 賦予靈感；激勵 

7 refugee (n.) 難民；流亡者　 8 distinctive (a.) 與眾不同的　 9 moustache (n.) 八字鬍 

10 psychology (n.) 心理（學）　11 mysteriously (adv.) 神祕地　 

12 orient (n.)【搭配the】東方 (v.) 使朝向；適應　13 stab (v.) 刺；戳；扎 

14 luxury (n.) 奢侈（品）；豪華　15 alibi (n.) 不在犯罪現場的證明；藉口　16 adapt (v.) 改編；適應；調整　 

17 extraordinary (a.) 非凡的；驚人的　18 legacy (n.) 遺留物；遺產

11
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A With an impressive statistic. B With a difficult question.
C With a funny observation. D With an interesting comparison. 11



Tina is on the hunt for a new phone. 
Her friend has just bought an expensive 
new model. Tina wants the same one. 
Nevertheless, the price feels out of reach1.  
She searches online, hoping to find a better 
deal. One site catches her attention. Beneath 
the price of the phone, a message reads: "Buy Now, Pay Later—split2 the cost 
into si[ easy payments�" Suddenly, the phone seems affordable. She only has 
to pay one-sixth of the price now. The rest can be dealt with later. Without a 
second thought, she hits the "Buy" button.

Buy Now, Pay Later (BNPL) is a payment option3 that allows consumers to 
buy items immediately by making only a small initial4 payment. What sets BNPL 
apart5 from other lending plans is its accessibility6. Approval7 usually takes 
only seconds and often requires no formal credit check. This makes it perfect for 
online shopping, where speed and convenience8 really matter. 

For many, BNPL can be a lifesaver9, allowing them to make essential10 
purchases without having to rely on high-interest credit cards. If used sensibly, 
it can also make lu[ury items affordable to ordinary people. Businesses benefit, 
too. BNPL encourages people to buy things they might otherwise avoid due 
to high prices. Still, it also has risks. If BNP/ becomes a habit, it can be di඼cult 

to keep track of11 one’s spending. Due 
payments can stack up, quickly becoming 
more than one can afford to repay. Though 
BNPL lenders typically12 charge no interest, 
they do charge steep late fees. What’s more, 
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Affordable, Convenient,  
and . . . Dangerous?
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� BNPL lets people buy items with a 
small upfront payment. 

 W BNP/ makes lu[ury items affordable to ordinary people.

Business

12

Business

Week1   Day2

W BNP/ makes lu[ury items affordable to ordinary people.
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Questions

_____ 1.  What is the main idea of the article?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Main Idea

A BNPL lets people buy goods they normally couldn’t afford.
B BNPL can be a useful financial tool, but it also comes with risks.
C The approval process for BNPL is usually fast and trouble free.
D BNPL is one of several lending plans available to buyers.

_____ 2.  What is the article about?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙ Subject Matter

A A way to borrow money. B The risks of getting into debt.
C How to manage your spending. D Online shopping habits.

_____ 3.  Which of the following is true about BNPL?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Supporting Details

A When buying with BNPL, you don’t have to put any money down initially.
B BNPL lenders often charge high interest on their loans.
C BNPL lenders typically do not charge late fees if you fail to pay on time.
D Being late with your BNPL payment can harm your credit score.

_____ 4.  What can we guess about Tina from the article?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Making Inferences

A She understands all the long-term financial risks of BNPL.
B She has plenty of money in her savings account.
C She makes buying decisions without thinking carefully.
D She will likely not be able to repay her BNPL loan.

_____ 5.  What does stack up in the third paragraph most likely mean?∙∙∙∙Words in Context

A Disappear over time. B Increase in amount.
C Organize neatly. D Be delayed.

_____ 6.  What is the writer’s tone at the end of the article?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Writer’s Tone

A Cautious. B Playful.
C Excited. D Respectful.
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2Key Words
1  out of reach 遙不可及的　 2 split (v.) 分攤；使分裂  (n.) 裂縫；分岐　 3 option (n.) 選擇（權） 

4 initial (a.) 開始的，最初的　 5 set . . . apart 使……與眾不同　 6 accessibility (n.) 可及性；易達到 

7 approval (n.) 贊同；批准　 8 convenience (n.) 方便；便利設施　 9 lifesaver (n.) 救星；救生員 

10 essential (a.) 本質的；必要的 (n.)【常複數】必需品　11 keep track of 追蹤　 

12 typically (adv.) 典型地；一般地

failing to pay on time can seriously harm your credit score. This can make it harder 
to get a bank loan should you want to, say, buy a house or start a business in the 
future.

So while BNPL can be useful, it must be used carefully. Before clicking "Buy," 
people like Tina should pause and think about their situation. It may look like a 
sweet deal, but debt is still debt. It should never be taken on lightly.
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C Excited. D Respectful.
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The Dark Side of the City of Light
When most people picture Paris, they imagine the (iffel Tower lit up at 

night. They think of luxury shops, charming cafés, and world-class art museums. 
Beneath its busy streets, however, lies a shadow world: a network of tunnels 
where the bones of more than six million Parisians rest in cold silence. Would 
you dare to visit the Paris Catacombs1?

In the 13th century, stone for new buildings was supplied by mines south 
of the city. Over time, the mines were abandoned2 as the city expanded3 
above them. By the 18th century, the mining tunnels had become dangerously 
unstable4. At the same time, Paris was facing another problem above ground. 
A growing population meant that the city’s cemeteries5 were rapidly running 
out of space. Bodies were piling up, and the stink6 was unbearable7. It soon 
became clear, though, that one problem could help solve the other. First, fi[ the 
tunnels. Then, move in the dead.

Since opening to the public in the 19th century, the 
Catacombs have become a strange source of interest 
for visitors to the City of Light. Today, more than half 
a million people descend8 into them each year. The 
entrance, a small green building, sits near a busy tra඼c 
circle in the south of the city. If you didn’t know what it 
was, you might mistake it for a worker’s shed9. But step 
through the little green door and you’ll find yourself 
facing 130 stone steps leading deep underground. 
After walking through a long tunnel, you eventually10 
reach a doorway bearing a chilling message: "Stop! 
This is the Empire11 of the Dead." This warning marks the entrance to the 
burial12 chambers. Beyond this point, you are no longer in an empty tunnel. You 
are entering a tomb. 

Entering is not for the faint of heart. The walls on either side are packed 
tightly with bones and skulls13, staring at you grimly14 with their hollow eyes. 
Even the bravest visitor can’t help but feel a chill down their spine. However, 
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� Paris Catacombs Entrance (cc by Campola)
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Even the bravest visitor can’t help but feel a chill down their spine. However, 
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Questions

_____ 1.  What is the main idea of the article?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Main Idea

A The Paris Catacombs contain the bones of more than six million people.
B The Paris Catacombs are a grim but fascinating place to visit.
C The Paris Catacombs are just one of many famous sights in Paris.
D The Paris Catacombs were opened to the public in the 19th century. 

_____ 2.  What is the second paragraph mainly about?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙ Subject Matter

A The history of the Paris Catacombs.
B The experience of visiting the Catacombs.
C Reasons to visit the Catacombs.
D The people buried in the Catacombs.

_____ 3.  Which of these is NOT true about the Paris Catacombs?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Supporting Details

A The Paris Catacombs were originally mining tunnels.
B More than half a million people visit the Catacombs each year.
C The walls of the Catacombs are lined with coffins.
D You enter the Catacombs via a small green building.

_____ 4.  Which of the following can we infer from the article?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Making Inferences

A You can only visit the Catacombs on weekends.
B The Catacombs are not included in most Paris guidebooks.
C Entry to the Paris Catacombs is free of charge.
D The Catacombs aren’t suitable for people in wheelchairs.

_____ 5.  What does it mean to feel a chill down one’s spine?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Words in Context

A To feel cold. B To feel relaxed.
C To feel excited. D To feel afraid.

_____ 6.  Where would you most likely see this kind of article?∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙Text Form

A On a travel website. B On a personal blog.
C In a history book. D In a hotel brochure.

Key Words
1  catacomb (n.) 地下墓穴　 2 abandon (v.) 拋棄；中止　 3 expand (v.) 擴大；擴張 

4 unstable (a.) 不穩固的　 5 cemetery (n.) 公墓；墓地　 6 stink (n.) 惡臭  (v.) 發出異味；令人厭惡 

7 unbearable (a.) 無法忍受的　 8 descend (v.) 走下；下降　 9 shed (n.) 棚子；小屋  (v.) 去除；擺脫 

10 eventually (adv.) 最後；終於　11 empire (n.) 帝國；大企業　12 burial (n.) 埋葬；葬禮 

13 skull (n.) 頭骨；頭蓋骨　14 grimly (adv.) 陰森地；嚴厲地　15 emerge (v.) 出現 

16 appreciation (n.) 理解；感謝

when you do finally emerge15 into sunlight again, you may find you have a new 
appreciation16 for life. And this will make the rest of your time in Paris all the sweeter!

15

03

T
h

e D
ark S

id
e o

f th
e C

ity o
f Lig

h
t

3

W
eek

D
ay

1

3

 On a personal blog.
C In a history book. D In a hotel brochure.
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