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Thisunitwﬂlhe]p}‘uupracﬁcesumeskﬂ]sfﬂrnndersmding
a text as a whole. The unit covers subject matter, main ideas,
supporting details, ordering, cause and effect, clarifying devices,
making inferences, critical thinking, and fact or opinion.

The skills covered in these sections will help you understand
the message of a text, when events in it occurred, and why things
happened. You will also learn how to make educated assumptions
about information that isn’t included in a text, about how an author
feels about a text, about how facts can be used to support opinions,
and how details can be used to support main ideas.
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Subject matter is the most general

concept of a text. When you read, you
start from a large topic and move on

to “smaller,” specific details. Subject
matter is the large topic that contains the
details. Knowing the overall concept of
an article helps you understand

the details in context.

A" TTip to

| Yellowstone National Park
¢oy B Taking a trip to Yellowstone National Park is like going back in
time. Yellowstone is the world’s oldest national park. It was created
in 1872, but aboriginal Americans have lived in the Yellowstone
region for at least 11,000 years. The park is located mainly in the
American state of Wyoming. Yellowstone is huge, covering an area
of almost 9,000 square kilometers, with vast forests, sparkling
lakes, canyons, rivers, and high mountains. It is called “Yellowstone™
because the Yellowstone River flows through it.
erizrly bearin B Afrip through Yellowstone can show you what America looked
:E';;Zﬁﬂ::{h like before we human beings arrived. You can see large herds
of bison and elk in the park. Not all of Yellowstone’s wildlife is
harmless. You need to be very careful in Yellowstone: the park
is home to wild grizzly bears and wolves. A bear is capable of
quickly killing a human and should be avoided. There are also
stories of wolves attacking individuals. You should not feed
bears or wolves. If vou feed a wild animal, then it will be less
afraid of humans and more likely to attack you and other people.
When you visit Yellowstone National Park, make sure to stop
and see Old Faithiul, one of the park’s most amazing sights. Old
Faithful is a cone geyser. Although it is not the tallest or the largest,
it is the most famous of the over 10,000 natural springs and geysers
in the national park. The spectacular gevser shoots boiling hot

oig
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Yellowstone fational Park
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water 44 meters on average into the air about every one and a half
hours. Imagine seeing that!

2] This famous geyser was named “0Old Faithful” becaunse of its 2
consistent performance for members of the Washburn Expedition
in 1870. Though its average interval of eruptions has lengthened
over the years, Old Faithful is still as fantastic and predictable as it

T PR OV SunlssopRE, o) del v [N

Was a century ago.
" _ 1. What is this article about?
(A) A river. (B) A group of people.
[C) A natural area () A state.

2. The second paragraph is mostly about
[A) animals in Yellowstone  (B) Old Farthiful
[C) the age of Yellowstone ([ directions to Yellowstone

3. The third paragraph is mostly about
[A) cone geysers (B) the Washburn Expedition
(C) aboriginal Americans () Old Farthful

4. Yellowstone is the name of what two things?
(A) An aboriginal American and a park.
(B) A river and a park.
(C) A park and a geyser.
(D)) A geyser and a river.
5. What would be another good title for this article?
[A) Seeing Old Faithful for the First Time.

old Faitl‘nf.::i (B) Going Back in Time at Yellowstone.
EEE [C) Yellowstone's Most Dangerous Animals.
() My First Trip to Yellowstone. 015
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