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PART ] Economy and Finance &5

Robots Replace Human Workers in
Eastern Europe #: ARRBETIA

STEP

1 Word Bank 4))00| Listen to the vocabulary occurring
in the news.

production [pre‘dakfen] (n) £ produce (v.) £ZE

invest [in'vest] (v) & ; A

machinery [me'finort] (n) AR (%4239 » FTH# )
machine (n.) #88 ( T3t )

competitive [kem'petatrv] (a) HHEENH | FHEMN compete (v.) #H

manufacturing [menjefektfory] (n.) #iE%
manufacture (v.) &35

eastward(s) [istwed(z)] (adv) RIZEHY ; BAEMN

supplier [se'plare] (n.) &R supply (v 24t

economic [iks'namik] (a.) 55 E8Y 0 £ HEN economy (n.) £4%

6
7
8
9

shortage [Jortd3] (n) #4 : RE short (a.) 2BV + 5209

10

labor [leb2] (n) 41T : #1448

11

replace [rr'ples] (v) EUf% replacement (n.) EX{t;

12

artificial intelligence [,arto'fifal m'telodsons] (n) ATEE (= AlI)

13

investment [in'vestmont] (n.) && | L& | BHEY

14

year-on-year [jran,jir] (a.) 25| —FRIAELA (= year-over-year)

15

operator ['aps,ret2] (n.) #FE operate (v.) #(F

16

automation [,ota"mefon] (n.) BEME (F47) automate (v.) FEE)1L

17

relatively [reletrvlr] (adv.) 5% relative (a.) #¥AY

18

await [o'wet] (v) Z15 (R ®3 )

19

repetitive [i'petitv] (a.) REH repeat (v) &7 ; =&

20

bleak [blik] (a.) F&%HY » MAEZEHN

© COSMOS CULTURE LTD



STEP

2 Warm-Up

o)) 002
B Listen to the news as many times as you like, and answer the
following questions.
1. Which is the reason why human workers have been replaced by
robots in Eastern Europe?
Wages are rising while robots have become cheaper.

@ &

Human workers can work only for 8 hours while robots can
work 24 hours a day.

© Human workers are less and less interested in heavy and
repetitive physical work.

2. Based on the news, which of the following is TRUE about Simon
Plastics?

(&) Tt is hoping to expand production and has made a large
investment in automation recently.

All of its physical work has been taken on by robots.

Some of its employees were laid off because robots replaced

their work.

0 @

3. Circle & (True) or [@ (False), based on the news.

Manufacturing in some Eastern European countries has increased
since the European Union expanded eastwards.

While robots have replaced most human labor, human operators
are still needed.

Josef Stredula said that more than 10 percent of jobs could
disappear.
o) 003

B Listen to the sentences in the news, and fill in the blanks or choose
the correct words.

1. More recently strong E ( economic / economical ) growth has led to

rising wages and a 3 of workers.

2. “Big changes are E) us,” Stredula said. He added that
automation might make people less responsible for heavy or
© COSMOS CULTURE LTD
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STEP
3 Reading 2 DLl

Listen while you read the news.

Robots Replace Human Workers in Eastern Europe

1 Istman Simon’s factory in western
Hungary produces more than one
million plastic parts every day.
But on a busy morning in one of
its large production’ areas, there
is only the sound of machines.

2 Workers have all but disappeared.

3 Similar changes are taking

place on production lines across
Eastern Europe. Rising wages for
workers are in conflict with the area’s image as a low-
cost production base. So factory owners from Hungary
to the Czech Republic and Poland find themselves with
little choice but to invest® in machinery?® if they want
to remain competitive*.

4 Manufacturing’ in the area has increased since
the European Union expanded eastwards® in the
2000s. Since then, companies such as carmakers
Audi and Daimler have opened local production lines
and the number of parts suppliers’ has grown. But
more recently strong economic® growth has led to
rising wages and a shortage’ of workers.

5 Zoltan Laszlo is a Hungarian labor™ union leader.
He told the Reuters news agency that the use of robot
labor has risen notably in the automobile, steel, and
machinery industries.
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6 “We can see human labor being replaced™ with machinery and
artificial intelligence™,” he said. “Such investimnents® can already
be seen . . . leading to job losses.”

7 Hungary's economy grew nearly 5 percent last year, and
manufacturing investments rose at the fastest rate in three years.
Yet the industry lost nearly 23,000 jobs, ending six straight years of
employment growth.

¢ In the Czech Republic, employment numbers showed a year-on-
vear™ loss of almost a thousand manufacturing jobs between July and
September of last year. This suggests employment in manufacturing
could have decreased for the first time since 2013 over the full year.
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9 Peter Simon is chief executive of Simon Plastics, a company his father
created 35 years ago. As he watched a line of machines making parts
for cars recently, Simon noted there are no human operators™.

10 “Wages are going up, the prices of robots are coming down, so this is
the way to get returns,” he said. Simon Plastics is hoping to expand
production. But pressured by increasing wages and falling prices, all
of the company’s recent investment of over $3 million was spent on
automation®.

11 The company has not yet cut any of its 400 jobs. Its owners have
found other positions for those whose work robots have replaced. But
the company plans to automate the rest of its physical work after a 50
percent jump in operator wages over the past three years.

12 Josef Stredula is head of the Czech-Moravian Confederation of
Trade Unions. He says the movement toward automation has been a
relatively” slow one. But he notes that several estimates have shown
up to 10 percent of jobs could disappear.

13 “Big changes are awaiting™® us,” Stredula said. He added that
automation might make people less responsible for heavy or
repetitive” physical work. However, it was important to ease the
change, for example by retraining affected workers.

14 “We have to do everything to make the future not so blealk®® but
relativelv easier for evervone ” he said
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STEP

4 Wrap-Up Practice

of)) 004

Listen to the following excerpts from the news and fill in the blanks.

1. Workers have all but disappeared. Similar changes £}

Eastern Europe.

Rising wages for workers are in conflict with the area’s image &3

. So factory owners from

Hungary to the Czech Republic and Poland find themselves E)

if they want to remain competitive.

2. The company has )

Its owners have found other positions B

. But the company plans to automate

the rest of its physical work after a 50 percent jump in operator wages over

the past three years.

Find out the answer to each question below from the news.

1. Zoltan Laszlo said, “Such investments can already be seen . . . leading to job

losses.” According to him, what did Hungarian industries invest in?

2. According to Josef Stredula, what is a possible way to ease the change
brought by automation?
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G Fill in the blanks with the correct words to complete the news
summary.

robots economy employment wages manufacturing

Since the Eastern European countries joined the European Union,
(1] in the area has increased and the
(2 ] has grown. As a result, E) have
been going up and there have not been enough workers. Instead of
hiring more workers, cheaper ) are being widely
used in many industries, leading to low B rates.

m Match each word with its definition.

(&) a company providing a particular

P labor (n) product

(B physical work

i © i
8 supplier (n) =) a person buying goods from a shop
(D a person controlling a machine to

make it work

operator (n.) _
€ op ([E) a person who buys and sells a

particular product

B Choose the best answer to each question.

1. In one of the large areas of Istman Simon’s factory,
there is only the sound of machines. Workers there have all but
disappeared.

A introduction B production © reduction

2. Manufacturing in the area has increased since the European Union

expanded in the 2000s.
(A) east B eastern © eastwards

3. The movement toward automation has been a slow one,
but several estimates have shown up to 10 percent of jobs could
disappear.
(A relatedly B relatively © repetitively
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