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Forward

There are times in our lives when we are all called on to give some
kind of speech. It’s not easy though to prepare for such an occasion.
The English Speech Contest is the book you need to be better
prepared.

Learning a new language involves four main parts; reading, writing,
listening and speaking. Each one requires much study, homework
and practice-there is no magic formula for learning English or any
other language—just hard work and repetition. Over the years I've
seen many students who are capable of reading and writing English
very well. Listening is challenging, because of the different speeds,
accents and pronunciations that people use. But for many foreign
language learners speaking is their biggest challenge.

Some students are shy, and others simply don’t have the
opportunities to talk with native speakers. One of the best ways to
improve your spoken English is through public speaking, which is
why most schools have speech contests. Speech contests force
students to apply some of the language skills they have learned, in a
manner that pushes them to be better. In particular, speech contests
force students to use good writing skills to prepare a speech, and
then students must use their speaking skills to communicate with an
audience.

Unfortunately, most students have never been trained in how to
prepare and give an effective speech. Plus, many teachers are so
busy that they don’t have time to train each individual student in



this process. That is why Bill Quinn wrote this book-to provide a
helpful guide for students and teachers on how to prepare for public
speaking and speech contests. Bill has worked with Studio
Classroom for over ten years, mainly as the host of the Advanced
Magazine radio program. Prior to joining Studio Classroom he spent
nearly twenty years in the business world, in sales and marketing, so
Bill understands the importance of being a good speaker in real-life
situations.

During his time with Studio Classroom he had the opportunity to
judge over 100 speech contests around Taiwan, and Bill noticed
that most students weren’t being adequately prepared for this most
important life skill. In addition, most students and teachers didn’t
understand how important it is for their future success. Of the four
basic building blocks of learning a language-reading, writing,
listening and speaking, being able to confidently speak the language
is the most important. Speaking is our most effective tool, in any
language, so it’s important that we are comfortable with that. This
book isn’t just about winning speech contests; this book is about
preparing for life and learning a valuable skill that you will use
throughout your career. And this is for all students, because today’s
shy student could become tomorrow’s successful leader. Our job as
teachers is to give students the right tools and instruction to help
them make progress, each day.
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Practical

But in addition to mastering a foreign language, giving
speeches—especially in a foreign language—is a great way to
build confidence. This confidence will help you to
communicate better in life, whether in English or Mandarin.
It’s important to learn how to formulate ideas and then
communicate those ideas—it is a skill that lasts a lifetime. This
skill is important not only for your school career, but also your
professional career and your participation in organizations
outside of work. Aha! Here’s the second “P” of why we give a
speech: Practical skill. Speaking in public is a practical skill
that can be used for a lifetime.

My interview with Jason Wang (F1F#7) is a great example
of this!

Please see

E video 2-A.

practical adj. important for using on a regular basis
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The key P’s;

writing your speech properly is the starting

Prepare
P point for making this process pain-free
making your speech personal to make it more
Personalize 2 p e )
powerful (particularly the impromptu speech)
designing your speech and delivery with
Passion ? 3V . Y
feeling and energy
Proof having someone edit and record your speech
Practice repeating your speech until you’re comfortable
making sure you say each word correctly and
Pronounce . 4 Y Y

clearly
Projection  using the proper volume, tone and intonation

speaking at speeds that make your talk

Pace . .

interesting

taking time durin h f j
Pause . g g your speech for major

impact

being willing to keep trying when facin
Persist 5 = pHying &

difficulty

e

intonation n. the rising and falling of voice level
impact n. effect on something
willing adj. agreeing to do a task or assignment



