




AmericanSchool TextbookReading Key
The Best Preparation for Building 
Academic Reading Skills and Vocabulary

The Reading Key series is designed to help students to understand American 

school textbooks and to develop background knowledge in a wide variety 

of academic topics. This series also provides learners with the opportunity to 

enhance their reading comprehension skills and vocabulary, which will assist 

them when they take various English exams.

Reading Key <Volume 1-3> is 
a three-book series designed for beginner to intermediate learners.

Reading Key <Volume 4-6> is 
a three-book series designed for intermediate to high-intermediate learners.

Reading Key <Volume 7-9> is 
a three-book series designed for high-intermediate learners.

Features

•  A wide variety of topics that cover American school subjects  
helps learners expand their knowledge of academic topics through interdisciplinary studies

•  Intensive practice for reading skill development  
helps learners prepare for various English exams

•  Building vocabulary by school subjects and themed texts  
helps learners expand their vocabulary and reading skills in each subject

•  Graphic organizers for each passage  
show the structure of the passage and help to build summary skills

•  Captivating pictures and illustrations related to the topics  
help learners gain a broader understanding of the topics and key concepts
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Key Words

Unit

01
Geography Skills

Reading Maps

 

• territorial

• border

• landform

• rely on

• display

• occur

• focus on

• route

• locator

01  

   Different Kinds of Maps

political map historical map
locator map
(= locator)

road map

physical map
(= landform map)
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Write the correct word and the meaning in Chinese.

1 relating to the land of a 
particular country

2 a line that divides one 
state or country from 
another

3 pay particular 
attention to

4 a smaller map set onto 
the main map that 
shows the “big picture” 
of a place

1 What is the main idea of the passage? 
a. Political maps are very useful.                         b. There are many kinds of maps.
c. Physical maps show different landforms.

2 A  is a small map that is set onto the main map. 
a. locator b. transportation route c. landform

3 What color are mountains on a physical map? 
a. Green. b. Brown. c. Blue.

4 What does display mean? 
a. Focus. b. Show. c. Locate.

5 Complete the sentences.
a. Lines on political maps may show the  between countries.
b. A  map may have dates in its title.
c. Airports, railroads, and  may appear on a road map.

6 Complete the outline.

• Shows landforms and bodies of water

• Uses colors to show b  features
Physical Map

• Shows where cities, states, and countries are located

• Uses a  to show borders

• Shows information about past c

• Shows important buildings and d  routes

• Shows where the area of the e   is located

Political Map

Historical Map

Road Map

Locator Map

Maps

Main Idea and Details

Vocabulary Builder

9

Social Studies
●

H
istory and G

eography

1



Key Words

Unit

02
Geography Skills

Mountains, Rivers, and Deserts of the World

• steep

• mountain range

• mountain chain

• peak

• flow into

• source

• tributary

• empty into

• mighty

• arid

02  

Mt. Everest

the world’s highest mountain

Nile River

the world’s longest river

Sahara Desert

the world’s biggest desert
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Write the correct word and the meaning in Chinese.

1 very large, powerful, 
or impressive

2 the starting place of a 
river

3 a stream or river that 
flows into a larger river

4 very dry

• Are long c  of 
water

• The Nile = longest river

• The Amazon  
= enormous river

• The Mississippi  
= “d  Mississippi”

Rivers

• Are high landforms

• The Himalayas = in a

• The Alps = in Europe

• The Andes = in South America

• The Appalachians and the b   
 = in North America

• Are dry land

• Antarctica = cold desert

• The e   
= biggest desert

• The Arabian Desert  
= next biggest desert

• The Gobi = huge desert 
in Asia

Mountains Deserts

Mountains, Rivers, and Deserts of the World

1 What is the passage mainly about? 
a. Some of the world’s important rivers.   b. The biggest deserts on the earth.
c. Some enormous landforms on the earth.

2  is a big river in South America. 
a. The Mississippi River    b. The Nile River  c. The Amazon River

3 Which mountain chain is found in Europe? 
a. The Rocky Mountains.    b. The Alps.  c. The Andes Mountains.

4 What does empty mean? 
a. Create.    b. Flow.  c. Remove.

5 According to the passage, which statement is true?
a. The Himalayas are located in Africa.
b. The longest river in the world is the Amazon.
c. Antarctica is a desert.

6 Complete the outline.

Main Idea and Details

Vocabulary Builder
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