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English has the largest vocabulary of an

meaning. If you come across a dificult word
while reading, try thinkin of asimpler word
that could take is place. Being able to think
of different words that mean the same thing
s an important skil for improving your
reading comprehension.
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Why did the unusual test planes most likely cause rumors about spaceships?
a. People thought a science fiction movie was being filmed at the base.

b. Odd shapes and lights are known to attract aliens and spaceships.

. The test planes may have looked like spaceships to some people.

d. People may have seen strange-looking creatures inside the planes.

2. When the author states that some rumors are harder to explain, he or she
likely believes
a. these rumors are more believable than the others
b. these rumors are more difficult to clear up

<. these rumors should be translated into English

d. these rumors are top secret for a good reason

. Which statement best expresses the author’s attitude toward Area 512 3o IE E a E
a R bout aliens and hi but probably not true.
b. Rumors about aliens and spaceships are likely true because the base is top secret. = E I e,

<. Stories about spy planes and spaceships are equally suspicious.
d. The US government should be honest and put an end to the rumors.

- Whyis Area 51 most likely not shown on official maps of the region? x
a. Because Area 51 s not a city or town. %Iﬁ /éilj I}fj.ﬁ \EE 20 E % L * J
b. Because the government doesn't want aliens to find the base. E ‘f i l ,E iE l RE/R
. Because most of the structures are underground.
d. Because top-secret aircrafts are tested there.
= A4 ) e ———

. What can be inferred from the final paragraph of this passage? =an E AL 5 73 o =om

a. People around the world are fascinated with stories about aliens and spaceships. ﬁ ==] '-'F ﬁ = M7 % = =BT =]

b. So much has been written about Area 51 that it is no longer a top-secret military

base.

e | MR A E DR
BEE B E A IEE T

‘among aviation enthusiasts and UFO hunters.
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There is a wealth of information out there, and it is accessible
to anyone. The key to unlocking it is your reading skills. These
skills help us absorb the facts that are buried in every magazine or
newspaper article. That’s not all. They also help us organize these
facts so that we better comprehend them.

Think of it this way: reading skills don’t just help us understand
what an author writes, but why he or she writes it as well. This
is what makes reading skills so valuable in every area of life, from

elementary school to the world of business.
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The subject matter of a passage is simply
what the passage describes. It is usually

the answer to the question “what is this
passage about?” If you’re ever confused
about what the subject matter of an article
is, try reading through the article again and
taking note of what each paragraph

is presenting.

A

1 Incredible India

o 1) India is located in Asia between the Middle East and China. It has

a long and fascinating history. India is also quickly becoming a wealthy

country thanks to its rapidly developing economy.

H Over 6,000 years ago, the people living in the Indus River basin

built up a unique and thriving civilization. It transformed the entire 5

area into a center of trade and religion and allowed for hundreds of

years of wealth and prosperity.

Some say that this Indus civilization was just as vibrant as ancient

Mesopotamia or Egypt. Culturally, it produced many of the

world’s important religions such as Hinduism, Buddhism, and 10 §
Sikhism.

1 The golden age of the Indus civilization came to an end

when the Aryans invaded in 1500 BC. This was first in a long line

of foreign invasions that included the Persians, Greeks,

Mongols, and eventually European merchant vessels and s

British colonialism. S

E  In 1857, the people of India grew tired of foreign

domination and rebelled against the British East India
Company, a British monopoly that controlled most of
India at the time. The rebellion ultimately failed. 20
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As a result, Great Britain absorbed India as a formal colony of the
British Empire.

6 India would not remain a colony forever. During the first half of
the 20th century, millions of Indians participated in a nationwide
political movement led by Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhi organized peaceful 25
demonstrations of civil disobedience that were aimed at resisting British
rule. On August 15, 1947, India finally gained its independence, and on
January 26, 1950, it became the Republic of India.

India has gone through many important economic changes and
reforms. If you consider India’s purchasing power, it is now the sixth =0
largest economy in the world. It also has a youthful population that
will continue to drive economic growth over the next decade.
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Amber Fort H Yet India is also grappling with some big

in Jaipur, -

Rajasthan, problems, such as poverty, illiteracy, and

India malnutrition. Like many other Asian countries, :s

there is a growing wealth gap between people
who live in the countryside and those who live
Hinduism in the city. These are some of the problems that

can be traced future governments will need to tackle.
back to Iron ‘

Age India.

AYGYNILNID THANVYD

Gandhi (1869-1948)

~ 1. Another good title for this passage might be
a. India: The Once and Future Power
b. India: The Peaceful Country
c. India: The Oldest Country on Earth
d. India: The Economic Powerhouse

2. This passage focuses on a(n)
a. military b. technology c. civilization d. economy

3. The final paragraph is mostly concerned with India’s
a. history b. problems ¢. language d. military

4. The fifth and sixth paragraphs are mainly about
a. the history of Britain in Asia
b. the rise and fall of British colonialism in India
c. life in India under the Mongols
d. Mahatma Gandhi

5. The seventh paragraph focuses on India’s
a. leaders b. people €. cuisine d. economy R
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Louis Armstrong (1901-
1971) was a much-

015 imitated innovator of
early jazz.

To some, jazz sounds like
a musical mess; to others, it's
the most expressive and animated form
of music around, a combination of styles and musical
traditions that reflects the blended nature of the American
society where it developed.

Jazz originated in the early 20th century in the United
States, particularly in the cities of New Orleans and Chicago.
The word “jazz” is thought to have begun as a West Coast
slang word meaning “spirit” or “vigor.” The first recorded
usage of the word appears far away from the world of New
Orleans music in the sports pages of a West Coast newspaper
in 1912, where it was used to describe the unpredictable
curve of a certain baseball player’s pitch. Around
1915, however, “jazz” was first used to refer to the

kind of restless, improvised music emerging in
Chicago at the time.

A combination of spiritual music, blues,
ragtime, and even military music, jazz
' owes a large part of its development to
the elaborate funeral processions held by
the African-American communities of New
Orleans. Many of the early jazz musicians played at these
processions, and as a result, the instruments of the marching
band—like drums, trumpets, and trombones—became the
basic instruments of jazz.

Though jazz’s early influences are clear, jazz itself is
very difficult to define. This is because one of the most
important parts of jazz is improvisation. In jazz, a performer
may change melodies, harmonies, or time signature at will.
Whereas European classical music is sometimes seen as a
composer’s music, the performer’s role being mainly to play

[aVile]
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the music as the composer intended, jazz is often seen
as being under the control of the musicians themselves.
A jazz song is spontaneous; it develops naturally from
the performers’ interactions with each other on stage.
It isn’t planned or under the restrictions of strict rules.
This has allowed jazz to produce countless subgenres:
bebop, swing, cool jazz, acid jazz, free jazz, jazz-funk,
and jazz rap being only a few examples.

sjiefaq Sui

Where did jazz music originate?
a. In Europe. b. In the United States.
c. Ata funeral. d. On a baseball field.

Which of the following is NOT mentioned as having an influence on
jazz music?

a. New Orleans funeral processions.
b. Spiritual songs.

c. European classical music.

d. Blues music.

What is the reason given for jazz being difficult to define?
a. An important part of jazz is improvisation.

b. No one knows the origins of the word “jazz.”

c. Jazz originated a long time ago.

d. Jazz has many different influences.

When the word “jazz” first appeared in print, it was describing

a. the music of Chicago

b. the African-American community
c. afamous composer

d. a baseball player’s pitch

Which of the following is NOT true about jazz?

a. Ajazz song develops from the performers’ interactions
with each other.

b. The basic instruments of jazz are those of a marching band.

c. Bebop and swing are subgenres of jazz.

d. Jazz music has many strict rules and restrictions.
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