The Dance That
Tells a Story

Do you love dancing?

Join our weekly
bharatanatyam classes and
learn to combine the two!

' What is bharatanatyam?

Bharatanatyam is a
traditional style of dancing
from India. It was used in ancient
times as a way of sharing stories
from Indian mythology. India is a
big place and with many languages, so
dancing was sometimes used to tell these

stories without using words. To tell these

4 By learning a few mudras of

stories, bharatanatyam dancers use special bharatanatyam, a dancer can tell
many stories without words.

hand gestures called mudras.

Each of these gestures has many meanings. For example, an outwards facing
palm, with the fingers pointing up, and a slightly bent thumb can mean
“moonlight,” or “the sea,” or “silence.” Holding up the little finger and thumb
while the rest of the fingers point down means “a deer’s head,” or “a woman’s
cheek,” or “a dress.” By using just a few mudras, a dancer can tell many

different stories. At our bharatanatyam classes, you will learn these and
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- Each of the mudras can
have many meanings.

feomy.

& Special hand gestures called mudras
are used by bharatanatyam dancers
as a means of storytelling.
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About our teacher

Shruti Devaiah has been teaching bharatanatyam for more than 10
years. She has performed bharatanatyam at many temples in her
native India and at several international competitions. Shruti is not
only an excellent dancer but also highly knowledgeable about the
history of bharatanatyam. She is really looking forward to sharing her

knowledge about this amazing part of Indian culture with you.

' Class details

All classes will be held at the Newtown Community Center.

Adult classes (ages 18 and up) will be held on Thursday
evenings, 8—9 pm. Young adult classes (ages 13
; r"‘ to 18) will be held on Friday evenings, 6—7 pm.
Spaces are limited to 10 students per class. Classes
will begin in the first week of July and last until the

last week of October.




QUESTIONS

1. What is the main idea expressed in the passage?

People interested in both and should

sign up for the at the Newtown

Community Center.

2. Using information from the passage, fill in the possible meanings of
these mudras.

Possible a chicken,

meanings
a camel,

a pen

3. In which sentence from the paragraph titled About our teacher does the
author express an opinion about Shruti Devaiah? Write down the whole
sentence.

4. Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the passage?
(A) When the dance classes will start.
(B) How long the dance classes will be.
(C) Who can join the different dance classes.

(D) How much the dance classes will cost.

5. What is the author’s tone in the final sentence of the passage? (“Call
soon before classes fill up!”)

(A) Urgent. (B) Informative. (C) Humorous. (D) Tragic.



VOCABULARY PRACTICE

YN MATCHING

Match the words on the left with their definitions on the right.

1. competition (A) a group of people that live in the

perform same place

(B) the short, thick finger sticking out

register
from the side of the hand

palm
(C) present to an audience

(D) well informed about a topic
native
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(E) the flat area of the hand between the

bases of the fingers and the wrist

2

3

4

5. community
6

7.  thumb

8

_ 8 knowledgeable (F) something or someone that comes
from a specific place
(G) sign up for something
(H) an activity in which people try to win
BN COMPLETION

Complete the sentences with the words below and change their forms when

necessary.
detail bent combine gesture
ancient tale silence outwards
1. The police officer asked Bob to give him the of the accident.
2. The young boy listened to the old man tell of his childhood.
3. She moved both of her arms from her body.
4. As the teacher entered the room, the students sat in
5. To create something new, many artists different styles.
6. Each continent has its own cultures and history.
7. Betty stood at the side of the pool with her knees , ready to
jump.
8. Hoping to get the waiter’s attention, the man with his hand.
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When Mother Nature
Attacks

According to the World Health Organization (WHO),

each year, over 150 million people are affected by natural
disasters. The most serious of these can cause hundreds
of thousands of deaths. The timeline below shows just some
of the most serious natural disasters from the last 2,000
years. It seems that Mother Nature can be both incredibly

powerful and extremely cruel.

In late May 526, the city of Antioch On Jan. 23, 1556, a magnitude
(in modern-day Turkey) was full of 8.0 earthquake hit China’s
tourists celebrating a Christian festival. Shaanxi Province. An area of
Sometime in the morning, an enormous over 1,000 km? was affected,
earthquake rocked the city, followed by a and over 830,000 people died,
devastating fire. Around 250,000 people as their homes, carved into
are thought to have lost their lives. caves, collapsed.

Year 526 1556 1839

!

On Nov. 25, 1839, a giant
ﬂ‘ tropical storm hit the port
=l city of Coringa, India. The
strong winds created waves
as high as 12 m, which
hit the city, destroying

20,000 ships and killing an
estimated 300,000 people.

-
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J A magnitude 7.0 earthquake struck the

small Caribbean nation of Haiti in 2010.
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On January 12, 2010, a magnltude 7.0 earthquake
struck the small Caribbean nation of Haiti.

- In 1931, extreme rainfall over

# central China during July and
" August caused the Yangtze According to government
River to burst its banks. Over . estimates, 250,000 houses
180,000 km? of the surrounding and 30,000 commercial
land was completely covered buildings collapsed
with water. Thousands of homes or were severely

and farms were destroyed. damaged, killing
The result was that around over 300,000
3.7 million people died from people.

drowning or lack of food.

. !

1931 1976

(cc by Logan Abassi / UNDP Global)
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In 1976, Tangshan, China, was an
industrial city with a population

of about 1 million. At 3:42 a.m. on
July 28 that year, a magnitude 7.8
earthquake hit the city. According to
reports, 85% of Tangshan’s buildings
collapsed. It was officially reported
that around 242,000 were killed.
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QUESTIONS

1. How does the author create interest in the first sentence?
(A) With a shocking statistic.
(B) With a helpful comparison.
(C) With a definition.
(D) With a famous quote.

2. What are natural disasters?
(A) People who visit a place and destroy the surrounding environment.
(B) Wars that are fought between three or more countries.
(C) Tragic events caused by people making stupid mistakes.

(D) Events caused by nature that result in great damage and loss of life.

3. What happened when the Yangtze River burst its banks in 19317?
The land around the river became

4. What caused around 250,000 people to die in Antioch on a May
morning in 526 AD? Copy down the sentence from the timeline that
provides the answer.

5. Write down the three most deadly earthquakes listed in the timeline
in order of death toll.

#1 (1) , over 830,000 dead.

#2 (2) , (3) dead

#3 (4) , (5) dead

© COSMOS CULTURE LTD



VOCABULARY PRACTICE

YN MATCHING

Match the words on the left with their definitions on the right.

1. incredibly (A) huge
2. disaster (B) to fall down suddenly
3. collapse (C) to sculpt or cut away
4. destroy (D) extremely
5. enormous (E) the amount of rain that falls in a place
6. carve (F) to completely damage or shatter
7. cave (G) a hole in the side of a cliff
8. rainfall (H) something that causes a lot of harm or loss

BN} COMPLETION

Complete the sentences with the words below and change their forms
when necessary.

burst commercial province tropical
around lack port severely

1. After being stuck in the Suez Canal for weeks, the Ever Given finally made

it to

2. Investors wonder if they should place their bets on real
estate or residential real estate.

3. We could hear balloons in the playroom.

4. The storm brought a lot of rain and it flooded the whole
village.

5. The man was released due to the of evidence against him.

6. Many countries are further divided into states, counties or

7. Tom was injured in a car accident. He has gone through

many surgeries.

8. Time flies by so fast. Since the last time I talked to you, it has been
two years.
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TRANSLATION 2
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