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Clean-Up at White Sand Beach
Details Event by: Maggie Wang

    White Sand Beach

   Monday, June 3 from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m.

   15 people are currently going.

Come and help us keep White Sand Beach clean! White Sand Beach 

is a wonderful place. People love to relax or play beach games on the 

sand. And it is a very popular place for children to run around and 

play. However, there is currently a lot of trash on the beach. There are 

bottles, plastic bags, paper cups, and candy wrappers. We want the 

beach to be a clean, safe place for everyone to enjoy. So we are looking 

for volunteers to come and help us pick up the trash on the beach.

We will provide you with trash bags and gloves. We will also provide 

snacks and drinks. All you need to bring is yourself and a helpful 

attitude (and maybe a hat, as it will be a sunny day)!

We will meet outside the beach café at 8 a.m. We look forward to 

seeing you there!
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Various topics not only 
attract your attention but 
also further your knowledge.

How to Use This Book?

Flour Power
Mei is interviewing Mr. Lin for the school newspaper.

Mei: Mr. Lin, you are a folk artist—is that right?

Mr. Lin: Yes, that’s right. I make dough figurines. 

Mei: What are dough figurines?

Mr. Lin: They are toys, but I make them using sticky rice flour.

Mei: How interesting! How do you make them?

Mr. Lin: I roll and press the dough with my hands. I also 

use this bamboo tool to shape the figurine’s body parts.

Mei: I can see it takes a lot of skill. What are some of your 

most popular figurines?

Mr. Lin: A lot of the figurines I make are characters from old stories.  

Sun Wu Kong, the Monkey King, is probably the most popular of those. 

But I also make some modern cartoon characters, like Doraemon and 

Pikachu. They’re very popular, too.

Mei: I don’t see many artists like you these days. Are you the last one?

Mr. Lin: I’m not the last one, but you’re right—there aren’t 

many left. Thirty years ago there were so many of us, 

but now making dough figurines is a dying art.

Mei: Mr. Lin, thank you for speaking with me.

0202  
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 Pikachu
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Our Animals 
Need You!

Do you love animals? Are you over the age of 18? Do you have at least 

three hours of free time a week?

At the Safe Home Animals Shelter we are looking for helpers.

We currently house over fifty dogs and cats, and they need lots of care 

and attention. We need people to help with different jobs around the 

shelter. These include: 
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If you think this is something you would like to do, please call us 

on 555-345-234 and leave your information. We will call you back if 

we think you would be good as one of our helpers.

5 

Our Animals Need You!

Please note:

Our shelter does not make any money, so we are not able to pay our 
helpers. But we can promise that the work is very rewarding. In return for 
your help, you will get lots of love from our wonderful animals.
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  Feeding our animals

  Keeping our shelter clean

  Walking the dogs

  Playing with the cats

  Giving some of the animals medicine

  Posting about our animals on social media
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A Question  
for the Class

A teacher asked her students a question. Here’s 

how they responded:

Julia: I often see young children using them.  

I don’t think they should because they are young 

and have a lot of energy. I think only old people, 

disabled people, and pregnant women should be 

able to use them.

Mark: I think they should be available for anyone 

who needs them. I often feel sick on buses and 

trains and need to sit down. Once I was really 

ill and one was empty. But I didn’t sit because I 

thought people would shout at me. 

Kim: I disagree with Mark. If you said anyone could 

use them, then people would take advantage of 

the system. For example, people could give silly 

excuses like “I need to sit because I have a heavy 

bag.” I think the system is fine the way it is.

Gregg: I think we should get rid of them altogether. 

Most people are kind. They would always give 

up a seat if they saw that someone needed it. 

Having them just puts pressure on people.
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The texts of about 150 words 
apiece come in many different 
forms, broadening your 
reading experience.

At first I could only catch glimpses

of you through the museum crowd.

You were smaller than I expected,

and darker—all greens, yellows and browns.

Nothing special, I thought.

But then I got closer, and I could see your eyes.

They seemed to follow me from side to side,

as if you were alive and interested in me!

My heart began to beat.

And then I was in front of you, and there it was—

your famous smile! But were you smiling?

I wasn’t sure. I looked away, and back again, 

And now you seemed to look a little sad,

like you were forcing that smile, for us.

Day after day after day after day.

And then, I knew.

That look in your eyes—it wasn’t interest.

It was boredom. It was the desire to slip into a dream.

And in that world of dreams you might be free—

no frame, no millions of staring eyes.

And there, perhaps, you’d smile for real. 

I could only imagine how beautiful that smile would be. 
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Rich Logan’s Delicious Dishes
by Rich Logan

4848  
100 Delicious Dishes 100 Delicious Dishes 
in One Bookin One Book

Buy Now $15.99

Over 100 delicious recipes from the 
winner of the TV show “SuperChef.”

Reviews
“Every serious home cook should own this book!”
 —Home Cook Magazine 

“Rich Logan knows how to make simple ingredients taste delicious!”
 —Food World

“This book contains dishes from all over the world—France, China, India, 
Italy, the UK, and many more. If you want to learn to cook a wide range 
of dishes, this book is for you!”
 —Daily News Book Reviews

“Each recipe in this book uses a simple list of ingredients and is easy to 
follow. So it is perfect for beginners. But experienced cooks will also 
learn some cool new tricks as well.”
 —Good Food Monthly

“These dishes will be familiar to experienced cooks, but Logan puts his 
own special twist on each one. Even though I am a long-time cook,  
I was still excited to try out each recipe.”
 —Darius Brown, Head Chef at the Prince Restaurant, London
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Each text is followed by five comprehension 
questions to help you review and comprehend 
nine reading strategies, including:

_____1. What is the main point of the interview?
(A) Mr. Lin makes dough figurines with sticky rice flour.
(B) Sun Wu Kong is one of Mr. Lin’s most popular figurines.
(C) The interviewer thinks Mr. Lin’s figurines are highly interesting.
(D) Making dough figurines is a dying art.

_____2. Which of the following does Mr. Lin use to make his dough figurines?
(A) A bamboo tool. (B) A toy. (C) Noodles. (D) Scissors.

_____3. Which of the following is NOT true about Mr. Lin’s figurines? 
(A) Many of them are from old stories.
(B) Pikachu is a popular character.
(C) Some are from modern-day cartoons.
(D) Some look like modern-day pop stars.

_____4. What is TRUE about artists like Mr. Lin?
(A) Thirty years ago there weren’t many of them around.
(B) Thirty years ago there were fewer than there are today.
(C) There are much fewer now than there were thirty years ago.
(D) There were none thirty years ago, but now there are many.

_____5. The announcement below appeared in the school newspaper after 
an article about Mr. Lin. 

What is the main message of the ad?
(A) Mr. Lin will hold a special class to teach students how to make dough 

figurines.
(B) Only students of Jinshan Junior High School can attend Mr. Lin’s class.
(C) No more than 20 students can attend Mr. Lin’s class.
(D) The class will take place in Art Room B on the evening of Friday,  

March 10.

Learn to Make Dough Figurines!
With Mr. Lin
Friday, March 10, 4 p.m.– 6 p.m. in Art Room B
Learn a cool Taiwanese folk art!
You’ll learn to make all kinds of cool characters, from Sun Wu 
Kong to Pikachu!
Class size: Maximum 20 people.

Sign up at the reception desk.
For students of Jinshan Junior High School only.
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Full Steam Ahead!
The Wonderful World of  

Steampunk Fashion
By Martin Prince | June 2021

Back in the 19th century, what did people think life in the 21st 

century would be like? Maybe they thought steam would power 

everything—from computers to large flying machines. What would 

their 19th century clothes look like with the future’s “high-tech” 

accessories? What I’m describing is “steampunk.” 

Steampunk answers the question: What if the imagined future 

of 19th century people came true? Steampunk is very popular in 

movies and novels, but the idea also exists outside those areas. 

Today, artists and designers use the ideas of steampunk to create 

amazing designs and clothes.
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_____1. What is the purpose of this magazine article?
(A) To give an answer to a difficult problem.
(B) To point out something terrible.
(C) To explain the history of something.
(D) To present something interesting.

_____2. What is the writer’s tone at the beginning of the reading?
(A) Thoughtful. (B) Careful. (C) Angry. (D) Loving.

_____3. What is probably TRUE about Gillian Grey?
(A) She never wears steampunk fashion.
(B) She doesn’t know what steampunk fashion is.
(C) She is a big fan of steampunk clothes.
(D) She designs steampunk fashion herself.
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_____1. Which of the following is the reading?
(A) A news article. (B) An invite.
(C) An interview. (D) A song.

_____2. Which of these begins the reading?
(A) A funny story. (B) A surprising fact.
(C) Important information. (D) A wish.

_____3. Why is the event in the reading happening?
(A) There is a lot of trash on the beach.
(B) People love to relax on the beach.
(C) Monday, June 3 will be very sunny.
(D) Fifteen people are currently going.

_____4. How does the writer end the second paragraph?
(A) With a play on words. (B) With a sad story.
(C) With a piece of advice. (D) With an example.

_____5. Matt attended the event on June 3. On June 4, he got this email. 
Why did Matt get a special thank you in the email?
(A) He collected the most trash.
(B) He made the local people very happy.
(C) He signed up for the clean-up at Blue Sea Beach.
(D) He showed up to the clean-up at White Sand Beach.

UESTIONSUESTIONS

June 4

A Big Thank You!
Date:
Subject:

To everyone who joined us at White Sand Beach yesterday,

Thank you so much for all your help. Everyone did such a wonderful 
job. The local people were all very happy! We also want to say a special 
thank you to Matt Green. He collected the most trash on the day—32 
kilograms! We just posted details of our next beach clean-up at Blue 
Sea Beach. It would be great to see you all again there.

Thank you all again!
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_____1. What is another word for “conversation”?
(A) Talk. (B) Computer. (C) Problem. (D) Person.

_____2. What is the opposite of “powerful”?
(A) Strong. (B) Loud. (C) Difficult. (D) Weak.

_____3. What does the writer mean by “empty words”?
(A) Words with difficult spelling.
(B) Words with no meaning.
(C) Words nobody understands. 
(D) Words in a foreign language.

_____4. What does the writer mean by “take your time”?
(A) Do not hurry.  (B) Use words like “um” and “ah.”
(C) Speak more loudly. (D) Do not stop.

_____5. You can learn more about how to speak in public on the website 
below. 

What is the opposite of “calm”?
(A) Happy. (B) Tired. (C) Nervous. (D) Lonely.

 paying attention

Public Speaking Online Course
 Preparing for Your Speech

  Lesson 2: Planning Your Speech
  Lesson 3: Using Your Voice
  Lesson 4: Body Language
  Lesson 5: Staying Calm

https://www.teachme.com.tw/courses/publicspeaking
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ord Study

❼ synonyms

❻ clarifying devices

❺ cause and effect

❹ making inferences 

❸ author’s purpose 
     and tone

❷ supporting details

❶ main ideas

❽ antonyms

❾ words in context
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Push, Push, Buy!
You are doing some shopping online 

and suddenly a message appears next to 

the picture of a coffee machine. “Only 

1 left!” it says. Wow, you think. It must be good if it is so popular. 

Should you buy it? You don’t really drink much coffee . . . . While 

you are thinking, another message pops up. “Twenty other people 

are currently looking at this item.” You’d better buy it fast before 

someone else does! Quickly, you click the “Buy Now!” button.

Buying something without planning is called “impulse buying.” 

It is a real problem for a lot of shoppers. People spend a lot of money 

on things they never use. Shopping websites use many clever tricks to 

encourage impulse buying. These include sales, bestseller tags, star 

ratings and reviews, and timers.

To stop yourself being pushed into impulse buying, ask yourself a 

few questions before you click “Buy.” Do I really need this item? What 

would I use it for? What else could I buy for this amount of money? 

Remember, online stores want your money, and they will try anything 

to get you to spend it!
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_____1. How many followers did Henry have at the end of the fifth day?
(A) 359. (B) 60. (C) 182. (D) 117.

_____2. How many new followers did Henry get as a result of the photo of his soup 
dumplings?
(A) 163. (B) 53. (C) 19. (D) 110.

_____3. Which photo gained Henry 60 new followers?
(A) The photo of himself in sunglasses. (B) The photo of his cat.
(C) The photo of him and his friends. (D) The photo of his grandma.

_____4. Which photo gained Henry the least new followers?
(A) The photo of himself in sunglasses. (B) The photo of his cat.
(C) The photo of him and his friends. (D) The photo of his grandma.

_____5. What should Henry post if he wants to gain the most new followers?
(A) Photos of his family. (B) Photos of himself.
(C) Photos of his friends. (D) Photos of his cat.

Henry’s 
Total Instagram Followers
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line graph
_____1. About how long is the village from west to east?

(A) 600 m. (B) 200 m. (C) 2 km. (D) 60 m.

_____2. What does the yellow section on the top of the map most 
likely represent?
(A) A mountain.  (B) A river.
(C) A beach.   (D) A field.

_____3. What does the number 2 show on the map?
(A) The village school. (B) The village hospital.
(C) One of the village churches. (D) The village bar.

_____4. Which of the following is TRUE?
(A) St Mary’s Church is on the western side of the village.
(B) Administrator House is north of the crawfish factory.
(C) Camogli Hospital is next to St Mary’s School.
(D) The Albatross Bar is south of St. Mary’s School.

_____5. Which of these buildings is closest to St Mary’s School?
(A) The crawfish factory. (B) Administrator House.
(C) The Albatross Bar. (D) Camogli Hospital.

(cc by Peter Fitzgerald, O
penStreetM

ap)
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Edinburgh of the Seven Seas
 Landmarks

1. Administrator House
2. Camogli Hospital
3. Crawfish factory
4. St. Joseph's Church
5. St. Mary's Church
6. St. Mary's School

 Drink
1. Albatross Bar
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Diverse images and graphics 
give you motivation to read 
and explore.
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This unit covers six key elements you will need to focus on in order to 

properly understand an article: main idea(s), supporting details, author’s 

purpose and tone, making inferences, cause and effect, and clarifying devices.

In this unit, you will learn how to understand what a text is mainly 

about, observe how details support main ideas, pinpoint the reason behind 

an author’s writing, make assumptions based on information in the text, 

recognize connections between events, and identify the way a writer makes 

their work interesting.
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At first I could only catch glimpses

of you through the museum crowd.

You were smaller than I expected,

and darker—all greens, yellows and browns.

Nothing special, I thought.

But then I got closer, and I could see your eyes.

They seemed to follow me from side to side,

as if you were alive and interested in me!

My heart began to beat.

And then I was in front of you, and there it was—

your famous smile! But were you smiling?

I wasn’t sure. I looked away, and back again, 

And now you seemed to look a little sad,

like you were forcing that smile, for us.

Day after day after day after day.

And then, I knew.

That look in your eyes—it wasn’t interest.

It was boredom. It was the desire to slip into a dream.

And in that world of dreams you might be free—

no frame, no millions of staring eyes.

And there, perhaps, you’d smile for real. 

I could only imagine how beautiful that smile would be. 
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_____1. What is the main idea of the poem?
(A) The writer visited a museum and saw a famous painting for the first 

time.
(B) The writer understood something special about a famous painting.
(C) Many people come to the museum to see the painting in the poem.
(D) The painting in the poem was smaller than the writer expected.

_____2. What is the main point of the third verse/paragraph?
(A) The painting hangs in the museum every day.
(B) The writer noticed the smile of the person in the painting.
(C) The person in the painting is smiling but doesn’t seem happy. 
(D) The writer finally got to stand in front of the famous painting. 

_____3. What is special about the eyes of the person in the painting?
(A) They are large and beautiful. (B) They are closed.
(C) They are bright blue. (D) They seem to move.

_____4. What is TRUE about the painting?
(A) It shows a person that is crying.
(B) It is famous for its smiling subject.
(C) It is not popular among museum visitors.
(D) The painting is black and white.

_____5. On the wall next to the painting, the author 
found the information on the right. Which of 
the following is NOT true about the painting?
(A) The painting is less than 100 years old.
(B) A man named Leonardo da Vinci painted it. 
(C) The painter used oil paints to create the 

painting.
(D) The painting is less than one meter tall.

 The Louvre Museum

Title: 

  Mona Lisa
Painter: 

  Leonardo da Vinci
Year: 

  1503-1506
Size: 

  77 cm ╳ 53 cm
Type of paint: 

  Oil
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