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Technology Changes the World

Key Words

Unit

01
New technology changes the way people live.
Technology is using science to make things faster or better.

Let’s learn how transportation has changed thanks to technology.
In the past, it took days to travel by horse and wagon.
Nowadays, people travel faster and easier in many ways.
We drive cars, trucks, and buses.
We ride on trains and subways.
We sail on ships and even fly on airplanes.

Many kinds of transportation are also used to carry goods.
A truck can carry goods all over the country.
A train can carry a lot of goods at one time.
An airplane and ship can take goods around the world.

Transportation moves people and goods from one place to another.
Thanks to new technology, transportation is changing quickly  
and safely.

How Transportation Has Changed

• technology

• transportation

• travel

• wagon

• nowadays

• subway

• airplane

• goods

• at one time
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wagon bicycle old model T car

the early Wright 
Brother’s plane

car of today

airplane of today
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Write the correct words and the meanings in Chinese.

1 ▶ things for sale; 
products carried by 
trains, trucks, etc.

2 ▶ a way of moving 
people or goods from 
place to place

3 ▶ a vehicle with four 
wheels that is usually 
pulled by horses

4 ▶ a vehicle with wings and  
one or more engines 
that flies through the air

1 What is the passage mainly about? 
a. Transporting moves goods from one place to another.
b. It’s the best way for people to travel nowadays.
c. Some ways traveling and transportation have changed.

2 People can  in the air on airplanes. 
a. sail b. fly  c. ride

3 Which method of transportation did people use in the past? 
a. Airplanes. b. Automobiles. c. Horses and wagons.

4 Complete the sentences.
a.  has made many changes in transportation.
b. People can ride on  and subways today.
c. Many forms of  carry goods to different places.

5 Complete the outline.

• Traveled with a 
horse and a

• Took a long time to 
travel

Old Methods

• Drive cars, trucks, and buses
• Ride on trains and b
• Use ships and planes
• Are c  and easier

New Methods

• People can go from one 
place to another.

• Can move d  
from one place to 
another

Uses

Transportation

Main Idea and Details

Vocabulary Builder
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Key Words

Technology Changes the World

Many people like creating new things.
We call these people inventors.
And we call the new things they create inventions.

Some inventors have changed our world very much.
Some inventions have changed the way people communicate.
This is especially true for two men.
They are Thomas Edison and Alexander Graham Bell.

Thomas Edison was a famous inventor.
He worked hard in his laboratory every day.
He invented hundreds of electric things.
These included the phonograph and a motion picture camera.
Edison also invented the light bulb we use today.
Thanks to Edison, people could light their own homes.

Alexander Graham Bell was fascinated by sound and how it moved.
So he invented the telephone.
This let people talk to each other through electric wires.
Today, millions of people around the world use telephones to 
talk to people miles away. And it is all because of Alexander 
Graham Bell.

Unit

02

• inventor

• invention

• communicate

• laboratory

• invent

• phonograph

• motion picture 
camera

• light bulb

• be fascinated 
by

• sound

• electric wire

Bell’s  
“box telephone”phonograph

motion picture 
camera

light bulb

Inventors and Inventions
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  Two Great Inventors

(1847–1931)

Thomas Edison

(1847–1922)

Alexander Graham Bell
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Write the correct words and the meanings in Chinese.

1 ▶ something that is 
made or designed for 
the first time

2 ▶ a camera used to 
make rapid exposure 
of moving objects

3 ▶ a building or a room 
where a scientist does 
special tests and research

4 ▶ the glass object in a 
lamp that produces 
light

1 What is the main idea of the passage? 
a. Some people like to try to invent new things.
b. The telephone lets people talk to others around the world.
c. Edison and Bell changed the world with their inventions.

2 What did Thomas Edison invent? 
a. The telephone.  b. The electric light. c. The stereo.

3 What does fascinated mean? 
a. Attracted.  b. Surprised. c. Bored.

4 According to the passage, which statement is true? 
a. Bell had more inventions than Edison did.
b. Thomas Edison made hundreds of inventions.
c. Alexander Graham Bell invented a motion picture camera.

5 Complete the outline.

• Worked hard every day
• Invented hundreds of a  things
• Invented the b , motion 

picture camera, and electric light

Thomas Edison

• Was interested in c  
and how it moved

• Invented the d

Alexander Graham Bell

Inventors and Inventions

Main Idea and Details

Vocabulary Builder
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