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All the beautiful fairy tales and masterpieces that The program is well conceived, composed of reader-
you have encountered during your childhood remain friendly explanations of English expressions and
=) as warm memories in your adulthood. This time, let's grammar, quizzes to help the student learn vocabulary
= indulge in the world of masterpieces through English. and understand the meaning of the texts, and fabulous
N You can enjoy the depth and beauty of original works, illustrations that adorn every page. In addition, with our
,‘-t. which you can't enjoy through Chinese translations. “Guide to Listening,” not only is reading comprehension
1%_,'“_'1 The stories are easy for you to understand because enhanced but also listening comprehension skills are
" 4 of your familiarity with them. When you enjoy reading, highlighted.
2 your ability to understand English will also rapidly In the audio recording of the book, texts are vividly
/4 improve. read by professional American actors. The texts are
= This series of Let’s Enjoy Masterpieces is a special rewritten, according to the levels of the readers by an
' «; reading comprehension booster program, devised to expert editorial staff of native speakers, on the basis of
! improve reading comprehension for beginners whose standard American English with the ministry of
command of English is not satisfactory, or who are education recommended vocabulary. Therefore, it will
7 elementary, middle, and high school students. With this be of great help even for all the students that want to
:-;\ program, you can enjoy reading masterpieces in learn English.
= English with fun and efficiency. Please indulge yourself in the fun of reading and
v This carefully planned program is composed of 5 listening to English through Let’s Enjoy Masterpieces.
u levels, from the beginner level of 350 words to the
intermediate and advanced levels of 1,000 words. With
i = this program’s level-by-level system, you are able to
ﬂ read famous texts in English and to savor the true
/& pleasure of the world’s language.
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Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra
(1547-1616)

Miguel de Cervantes, a Spanish poet, novelist, and
playwright, was born in Alcala de Henares near Madrid as
the fourth child of a poor family. He couldn't have a
proper education at school.

He went to Italy in 1569, where he was in the service of
a cardinal, and the following year he enlisted in the army
and stayed in the service for 5 years. While returning to
Spain in 1575, he was captured by Barbary pirates and was
sold as a slave. He eventually became the property of the
viceroy of Algiers. Although in 1580 he was ransomed by
his parents and the Trinitarians and returned to his family
in Spain, his life was less than successful. He had a hard
time working as a writer, a purchasing agent, and a tax
collector. He was imprisoned twice for irregularities in his
accounts.

Finally, in 1605 he had a huge success with the first
volume of his great work Don Quixote. The book did not
make him rich, but it brought him a great reputation as a
man of letters. Afterward he published lots of novels and
plays, and in 1615 he published the 2nd volume of Don
Quixote. Despite his success in writing, he never had
enough money to live a comfortable life. He died in
Madrid on April 23, 1616, at the age of 69, one year after
the publication the 2nd volume of Don Quixote. Despite
his many difficulties, Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra
maintained a positive attitude and good mental health
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Don Quixote

Don Quixote's fully title is The
Ingenious Hidalgo Don Quixote of La
Mancha. This novel is one of the classics
and ranks high on the lists of the
greatest works of fiction ever published.
It has given unique inspirations to various literary genres.
Don Quixote and his servant Sancho, two main characters
in the book with their conflicting attitudes and
personalities, have been much loved regardless of ages
and nations.

Alonso Quixano, who is in his fifties and lives in La
Mancha, Spain, is so obsessed with stories about brave
errant knights that he is in a senile and confused state. He
believes himself to be a knight called "Don Quixote” and
sets out to receive the title of knight with his old skinny
horse named “Rocinante.” After Don Quixote has been
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he goes back home. Then @\
Don Quixote successfully
persuades his servant Sancho

Panza to accompany him on a
new adventure. The two sneak off in
the early morning. From then on, their
ridiculous adventure moves forward
and is full of comedy and humor . ..
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. M A Gentleman from
[La Mancha

n the Spanish village of La
_ Mancha, there lived a
gentleman who loved to read. His favorite
stories were of knights' and their code’ of
chivalry?: full of dragons*, magic> swords®,
enchanted’ forests, and damsels® in distress®.
This gentleman was not a wealthy man, but
rather a hidalgo'. A hidalgo was a landowner!!
who was richer than a peasant'?, but poorer
than a nobleman'3. His name was Senor'*

Quixano.

1. knight [nart] (n.) &7+ 10. hidalgo [hr*dzlgou] (n.)
2. code [koud] (n.) 474 3.5 oG 3L F 4b -
3. chivalry [fivalri] (n.) %4547  11. landowner [leend.ounar] (n.)
4. dragon [‘dregen] (n.) 7€ WoE
5. magic ['madzik] (a.) & ix ) 12. peasant [‘pezont] (n.) B X
6. sword [so:rd] (n.) &l 13. nobleman [‘noubalman] (n.)
7. enchanted [in't[zntid] (a.) Hik

BiOa)) Rr ] 14. senor [semnjoir] (n.)
8. damsel ["demzol] (n.) ¥ % Sk s
9. in distress ## 15. modestly ['ma:distli] (adv.)
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Chapter One
A Gentleman from La Mancha
Senor Quixano lived modestly* with his
housekeeper'® and his young niece'’. He was a
tall, thin man in his fifties. He was a strong
and healthy man, who went hunting every
morning.
However, he started to read adventure'®
stories all the time. His best friends, the local
priest’ and the village barber?’, were worried.
Their friend suddenly began spending night
and day in his chair, reading adventure books
through crazed?!, bloodshot?? eyes.
Soon he started thinking these stories were
true. Finally he went completely crazy.

16. housekeeper [‘haus kizpar] (n.) 20. barber [‘bairbor] (n.) 2 % &

ER 21. crazed [kreizd] (a.) JAIEHY
17. niece [niis] (n.) ¥2% 5 #M5%  22. bloodshot [‘bladfa:t] (a.)
18. adventure [od ventfor] (n.) § & A i A 45 84
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Waking up in his reading chair one
morning, Senor Quixano announced?, “I'm
going to become a knight-errant?!”

“A what?” asked his concerned? niece.

“A knight-errant is a righter* of wrongs, a
friend to the unfortunate, a rescuer” of fair®
maidens’, and a killer of dragons!”

. fair [fer] (@) £ & &

. maiden ['merdon] (n.) ¥ %
. attic [etik] (n.) TA4E ; M4k
. rusty [rasti] (a.) A 4884

. concerned [kon'szirnd] (a.) 10. armor [‘airmoar] (n.) % ¥

. announce [2'nauns] (v.)
R

. knight-errant [.narterant]
(n.) # A5+

© 00 N O

D] 11. bold [bould] (a.)
. righter [‘rartor] (n.) BB KAERY 5 =By
5. rescuer [ reskjulor] (n.) 12. faithful [ ferOfal] (v.) & F 44
E 3 13. steed [stizd] (n.) A& &
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A Gentleman from La Mancha

“But Uncle,” she cried, “there are no
dragons in Spain! And who are these maidens
who need rescuing?”

The old man went to the attic® of his house
and found a rusty?® old suit of armor'®. He put
the suit on and felt ready for action.

In a bold!! voice, he announced, “Now, to
my faithful'? steed!?!”

This “steed” was really a worn-out* nag'®.
But to his delusional'® eyes, it was a valiant'’
war horse.

“I name you Rocinante, Queen of the
hacks'®! And I will call myself. . .”

He took a moment to think of the perfect
name. “Don Quixote!”

This is the Spanish equivalent'® of Sir
Thigh?°-piece.

Qei» Fill in the blanks.

Senor Quixano named himself , and his horse

9lUBUIDOY '930XIND UOQ Suy

14. worn-out ['worIrnaut] (a)  18. hack [hzk] (n.) &

W B 6y 19. equivalent [ kwivalont]
15. nag [nzg] (n) £ 5 (n) #8%4 ; R&F
16. delusional [di luzonal] (@)  20. thigh [Oar] (n.) X
=y

17. valiant ['valiont] (a.)
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