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Subject Matter / Main Idea

Supporting Details / Cause & Effect

Fact Or Opinion / Making Inferences

Review: Reading Skills




This unit covers six key ideas to look for when reading an article,
including subject matter, main idea(s), supporting details, cause and
effect, inferences, and fact or opinion.

In this unit, you will learn to recognize what a text is mainly about,
understand how an author feels about a topic, make assumptions
based on information, and observe how details can be used to support

main ideas.
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A Strange
New Language

influencer| H The Internet is a strange place. It sometimes

V feels like its own country with its own special
language. To help you learn that language, here are

some common Internet words and their meanings:

H Influencer: A person with many fans on social

go viral  media. (e.g., “It seems like these days everyone

wants to be an Instagram influencer.”)

B Hashtag: The # symbol followed by a word or
| phrase. People often use hashtags to indicate
the topic of a post. (e.g., “I just bought some
metal straws. #savetheplanet”)

l‘l Go viral: If a video, picture, or story goes viral, it

spreads quickly on the Internet. (e.g., “Johnny’s

dance video went viral. It already has over

\ 1,000,000 views!”)

troll
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H Troll: Someone rude or mean on the Internet. (e.g., “Stop writing T

Tﬁﬂ

bad comments about my photos. You're such a troll!”)

2

ﬂ Netizen: Anyone who uses the Internet often. (e.g., “Taiwanese

netizens love watching food videos on YouTube.”)

mUESTION

1. What is the reading about?
a. Popular Internet videos. b. Common Internet words.

asums Suipe

c. Rude people on the Internet. d. Internet users in Taiwan.

2. What is the main idea of the reading?

eapl ulew / Janew 13[gns

a. There are many words you should know if you want to talk about
the Internet.

b. Many people want to become popular on Instagram.

c. Some online videos spread very quickly.

d. People often use hashtags to mark the topic of their post.

3. What is the third paragraph about?
a. Where to buy metal straws.
b. Where the symbol # comes from.
c. The meaning of the word “hashtag.”
d. How to save the planet.

4. What is the main idea of the fifth paragraph?
a. You shouldn’t write mean things about people’s photos.
b. The Internet can be a dangerous place.
c. You should not worry about Internet trolls.
d. “Troll” refers to someone who is rude on the Internet.

5. You found something in a dictionary:

binge-watch (v
Watching all of a TV show in a short time.
e.g., “I binge-watched all 4 seasons of Riverdale on Saturday.”

What is this about?
a. The show Riverdale. b. The meaning of “binge-watch.”
c. What | did on Saturday. d. Cool new TV shows. | |

021



UNIT

1 |ed

02

Cultural Differences
Behind the Mask

Rob: Achoo!
Constance: Yikes. It sounds like you

are getting a cold. Would you like

to have one of my face masks?

5 Rob: Thank you, but what’s the point? I'm already sick.
Constance: That’s the most important time to wear a mask!
You don’t want to infect other people, right?
1 Rob: Wait, so you're saying all those people wearing face masks here
are already sick?
10 Constance: Yes. It’s part of the local culture here. It’s considered
. rude to be sick in public and not wear a mask.

Rob: That makes a lot of sense now that I think of it. In the West,

almost no one wears them. What’s more, some people
think it’s rude to talk to someone if you cover your face.
Constance: So would you like to wear one?

Rob: Of course! I don’t want to be rude. After all, the best

thing about living in a new country is learning from

covering another culture.
022 one’s face



® JUESTION

. What is this reading mostly about?
a. Cultural bias. b. Face masks.
c. Being rude. d. Getting a cold.

. What'’s the main idea of this reading?

a. Face masks mean different things in different cultures.

b. We should all wear face masks at all times.

c. Itis easy to get sick when you visit a new country.

d. Face masks are easier to find in some countries than others.

. What is the last line mostly about?
a. People can be rude sometimes. b. Face masks.
c. Living in a new place. d. Infection.

. What is the first dialogue mostly about?
a. Being sick. b. Living in a new place.
c. Local culture. d. Learning from other cultures.

. When Rob speaks for the fourth time, what is the main idea
he expresses?

a. The weather is worse in the West.

b. Itis hard to find a face mask in the West.

c. Face masks mean something different in the West.

d. Most people are scared of getting sick in the West.

c
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UNIT

Study
Strategies

Visual Materials

Reference Sources

082

Visual material like charts and graphs,
and reference sources like indexes and
dictionaries, all provide important
information. What’s more, they help you
understand complicated information more
quickly than you can by reading. In this
unit, you will learn to use them to gather

information.
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What Your
Body Needs

Your body needs several things to work well. It needs energy
to keep it moving. (We measure energy in calories). It also needs
protein. Protein helps you grow. It also helps your body fix itself
when it is broken. Your body can store energy as fat, but it cannot
store protein. So it is important to eat enough protein each day.

E Each day, people need around 0.8 grams of protein per
kilogram of body weight. For example, if you weigh 65 kilograms,
you need 52 grams of protein (0.8 x 65). Some foods have lots of
protein. Others much less. The table on the next page shows you
how many grams of protein each food has per 150 calories.

B A table arranges information in columns (down) and rows
(across). To find out how much protein each food has, first find it

. in the left column. Then look across to the protein column.
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Grams of Protein per 150 Calories
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Food | Protein Food | Protein
Pork 23g v\llifigte 24g
Sushi 20g Tomato 1g
Steak 23 g Shrimp 11g
Cheese | 16g Donut 4g
Milk 10g Oatmeal 4g

1. Which type of food has the most amount of protein?
a. Pork. b. Shrimp. c. Egg white. d. Pepper.

2. Which of the following is TRUE?
a. Milk has more protein than sushi.
b. Pork and steak have the same amount of protein.
c. Oatmeal has more protein than cheese.
d. Tomato and pork have the same amount of protein.

3. Which of the following is NOT true?
a. Cheese has more protein than sushi.
b. Oatmeal has more protein than tomato.
c. Tomato has more protein than pork.
d. Donut has more protein than tomato.

4. My doctor told me to eat more protein. Which of these foods should
| eat more of?
a. Cheese. b. Tomato. c. Oatmeal. d. Pork.

5. Which food has more protein than milk, but less protein than sushi?

a. Shrimp.  b. Oatmeal. c. Steak. d. Cheese.
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32
No Internet at Home?

No Problem!

We do almost everything online these days.
We get our news online. We find places to eat

online. And we talk with our friends online.

Having the Internet is now a human right. 4 video chat
However, more and more people do not have home Internet.
Instead, they use their phones to go online.
E As a result, people are getting used to using the Internet
. “on-the-go.” This makes people more and more reliant on their
: phones. We know this is bad for people’s health. Many now can’t

. be without their phones for even a few minutes.

% of U.S. adults with a smartphone but

without a home Internet connection, by age

30%
25% @ 18-29
20% @ 30-49
@ 50-64
15%
@ 65+
10%
5%

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

source: https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/fact-sheet/mobile/
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q The line graph on the previous page v phone addiction 03
shows the percentage (%) of adults in the E
United States with a smartphone but with g

o,

no home Internet. A line graph shows

numbers as points. A line then joins these

points together. This way it is easy to see

S|eli@i1ew |ensiA E

how numbers change over time.

2 phubb
m UESTION P
1. What percentage of 18-29-year-olds had a smartphone but no home Internet
in 2015?
a. 19% b. 5% c. 11% d. 28%
2. Sixteen percent of which age group had a smartphone but no home Internet
in 2018?
a. 18-29 b. 30-49 c. 50-64 d. 65+

3. In which year did 5% of people aged 65 and over have a smartphone but no
home Internet?
a. 2013 b. 2014 c. 2017 d. 2019

4. Which of the following is TRUE?
a. The numbers went up for 30-49-year-olds between 2015 and 2016.
b. The numbers went up for 50-64-year-olds between 2018 and 2019.
c. The numbers went down for 18-29-year-olds between 2013 and 2014.
d. The numbers for 50—64-year-olds stayed the same between 2015 and 2016.

5. Which of the following is NOT true?
a. Between 2013 and 2019, the numbers for the oldest age group never
dropped.
b. The numbers for 30-49-year-olds were higher in 2015 than in 2016.
c. The numbers for 18—29-year-olds were lower in 2019 than in 2016.
d. The numbers for the youngest age group were always the highest each year.
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