%’? % Nathaniel Hawthorne

(1804-1864)

Nathaniel Hawthorne was an American writer and grew
up in a very strict Puritan family. In his childhood, Hawthorne
began to take a great interest in reading. After his
graduation from college, Hawthorne started his writing
career and contributed articles and short stories to the
periodicals in his hometown.

In 1837, his first novel was published, which established
Hawthorne as a leading writer. He went on to write The
Scarlet Letter in 1850. Hawthorne is known as a writer who
endeavored to probe the interaction between guilt and the
human conscience. He provided insight into sins against
humanity and internal conflicts.

Hawthorne followed the tradition of his Puritan ancestors
and closely dealt with humanity’s sinful nature. He used the
moral, religious, and psychological perspectives to view the
psyche and behavior of individuals who are influenced by
selfish solitude and decay.
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The Great Stone Face is a short story that
Hawthorne wrote in his later years, pursuing the ideal

image of mankind. A boy named Ernest hears a legend
from his mother that a child should be born, who is
destined to become the greatest person of his time and
whose countenance should bear an exact resemblance to
the Great Stone Face, formed on the side of a mountain by
immense rocks.

Ernest himself lives a sincere and humble life, waiting for
the mountain image to be fulfilled in a living
person. As time goes on, he meets a rich
merchant, a heroic military man, and a poet.
But none of them come close to that of the
mountain image.

One day, a poet who is watching Ernest
speak to the people of the village proclaims,
“Look at Ernest. He resembles the Great Stone
Face!” However, on the way back home, Ernest
prays that some wiser and better man than
himself would appear, bearing a resemblance to
the Great Stone Face.

Hawthorne wrote many works that contain
moral themes. The Great Stone Face is one of
those works. The value of a great person does
not depend on worldly fame, riches, and
power, but on constant self-observation,
because an individual's speech and
thoughts should also match his
or her actions in daily
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How 10 USE THIS BOOK
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It was easy to see this face from a distance. But
the further' people walked away?, the more clearly

o they could see the face.

Peopl g in the area were very happy. They
wer f* the ne Face. It was a
famous symbol’ of the area. It was also a symbol
of strength’, nobility’, fertility’, and education’.

There were many stories about the Great

needed, the rain poured down'*

The mother, sitting outside of her house,
was thinking about this Stone Face. Her son,
Ernest, was still** staring at the Great Face,

. peopl away,
could see the face.
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@ The more you practice, the higher you can jump.
GRS K TS

It is easy to understand
the meaning of the text,
because the text is
rewritten according to the
levels of the readers.

Explanation of
the vocabulary

The words and
expressions that include
vocabulary above the
elementary level are
clearly defined.

€ original English texts €) Response notes

Spaces are included in
the book so you can take
notes about what you
don't understand or what
you want to remember.

9 One point lesson

In-depth analyses of
major grammar points
and expressions help you
to understand sentences
with difficult grammar.



{ Audio Recording

In the audio recording, native speakers narrate the
texts in standard American English. By combining the
written words and the audio recording, you can listen to
English with great ease.

Audio books have been popular in Britain and
America for many decades. They allow the listener to
experience the proper word pronunciation and sentence
intonation that add important meaning and drama to
spoken English. Students will benefit from listening to
the recording twenty or more times.

After you are familiar with the text and recording,
listen once more with your eyes closed to check your
listening comprehension. Finally, after you can listen with
your eyes closed and understand every word and every
sentence, you are then ready to mimic the native
speaker.

Then you should make a recording by reading the
text yourself. Then play both recordings to compare your
oral skills with those of a native speaker.
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How TO IMPROVE
READING ABILITY
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€@ catch key words

Read the key words in the sentences and practice
catching the gist of the meaning of the sentence. You might
question how working with a few important words could
enhance your reading ability. However, it’s quite effective. If
you continue to use this method, you will find out that the
key words and your knowledge of people and situations
enables you to understand the sentence.

@) Divide long sentences

Read in chunks of meaning, dividing sentences into
meaningful chunks of information. In the book, chunks are
arranged in sentences according to meaning. If you consider
the sentences backwards or grammatically, your reading
speed will be slow and you will find it difficult to listen to
English.

You are ready to move to a more sophisticated level of
comprehension when you find that narrowly focusing on
chunks is irritating. Instead of considering the chunks, you
will make it a habit to read the sentence from the beginning
to the end to figure out the meaning of the whole.



€) Make inferences and assumptions

Making inferences and assumptions is part of your
ability. If you don’t know, try to guess the meaning of the
words. Although you don't know all the words in context,
don't go straight to the dictionary. Developing an ability
to make inferences in the context is important.

The first way to figure out the meaning of a word is
from its context. If you cannot make head or tail out of
the meaning of a word, look at what comes before or
after it. Ask yourself what can happen in such a situation.
Make your best guess as to the word’'s meaning. Then
check the explanations of the word in the book or look up
the word in a dictionary.

@ Read a lot and reread the same book
many times

There is no shortcut to mastering English. Only if you
do a lot of reading will you make your way to the summit.
Read fun and easy books with an average of less than one
new word per page. Try to immerse yourself in English as
often as you can.

Spend time “swimming” in English. Language learning
research has shown that immersing yourself in English will
help you improve your English, even though you may not
be aware of what you're learning.
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M The Boy in the Valley

eep in a valley', there was a pretty little
house. It was surrounded by? many tall trees.
Sitting in front of their small home,

a mother and her young son were

/ watching the sun go down?.

“It is a very beautiful evening,
isn’t it?” the mother asked the
' boy. He just nodded®. He was
staring at®> something in the
distance®.

1. valley ['vali] (n) L4 5 &4 4. nod [na:d] (v.) B&38

2. be surrounded by 5. stare at 40

6. in the distance % &
7

3. godown % F . far away i i
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Very far away’, they could see the Great Stone
Face. They were many miles from it, but they
could see it clearly®.

It was an amazing® sight'°. It looked like'! a

sculpture!? of a giant*® in the rocks. The Face had

a long nose and big lips and eyes. It was a very

noble'“ face.

8. clearly ['klirli] (adv.) 7 # 3t

9. amazing [s'me1ziy] (a.)
A

10.sight [sart] (n) & & ; %%

11. look like & %
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12.sculpture ['skalptfar] (n.)
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13.giant [*dzamont] (n) EA

14.noble [‘noubal] (a.)
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He turned to! her now and said, “Mother,
Great Stone Face looks? so kind and smart®.
If it could speak, it would have a very kind voice.
I want to meet a man like him.”

His mother said, “A very old story says that
one day* a man like him will be born°. Did you
hear this story?”

The boy excitedly® said, “No, mother!
I haven’t! Please tell me.”
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Comprehension Quiz ChapterOne

Q Circle the words related to the Great Stone Face.

hate jealousy
pain nobility
fertility education

9 True or False.

(3} @ All of the people living in the valley were
farmers.

() @ The Great Stone Face was a symbol of the valley.
(3 @) Ernest lived with his mother and two brothers.
(3 O Ernest thought many things about life.
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@ Choose the correct answer.

@ What was the legend of the Great Stone Face?

(a) Every crop in the valley will be great.

(b) A man resembling the Great Stone Face will be
born.

(c) Every person living in the valley will become
famous one day.
@ What did Ernest thought the most?

(a) Mathematics and history
(b) Love for other people

(c) How to make a lot of money

(®) Fill in the blanks.

stare at wait for
@ Ernest was something in the
distance.
@ Many people the child to be born.
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