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Jean Webster
(1876-1916)

American author Jean Webster, christened Alice Jane
Chandler Webster, was born of a rich family in Fredonia,
New York in 1876. She was a relative, on her mother's
side, of the famous American author Mark Twain. When
she attended the Lady Jane Grey boarding school, her
roommate was a girl named Alice. To avoid any
confusion, Alice Webster changed her name to Jean
Webster. In 1901 she graduated from Vassar College with
the double majors of English literature and economics.

As an undergraduate, Jean Webster wrote a number
of stories for Vassar's literary magazine and for Vassar's
newspaper. She was concerned about orphan asylum
reform as well as prison reform, which also provided a
backdrop for her novels.

Her first collection of short stories, When Patty Went
to College, was written when she was in school. It was
published in 1903 and was successful. After that, Daddy-
Long-Legs (1912) and Dear Enemy (1915) were published,
and she became famous as a writer. Her witty novels
have a good reputation and are written in a style that is
often described as American idealism.
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How 10O USE THIS BOOK
A E1E R

Jerusha was stunned . “To college!”
she said.

“Yes, this gentleman thinks you have great
talent” and wants you to become a writer.

He will pay your board " and tuition” for roﬂ
years. He will also give you an allowance o
thirty-five dollars a month.

In return’, you must write a letter every
month telling him of your progress

‘The letters will be written to Mr. John 9
Smith. It is not his real name. He will not write
back" to you, so don’t ask him any questions.

You must always remember to have a
respectful tone .

Jerusha didn’t know what to say. She was
full of " excitement . She just said, “Yes.
Thank you, ma’am.” Then, she left the room.

9. respectful [spekifal] (a) 11 be full of £3%
e 12 excitement [k sanmon]

2
0 tone [toun] (n) (n) 4 5 Hie
EERET

+ This gentleman thinks you have great talent and
wants you to become a witer.
LA A KM, - BERARA— BT -

wants 25 + to + B | HEEARAC

@ Iwant him to read more books.
ARSI kT -

@ Original English texts €) Response notes

It is easy to understand the
meaning of the text,
because the text is divided
phrase by phrase and
sentence by sentence.

Explanation of
the vocabulary

The words and expressions
that include vocabulary
above the elementary level
are clearly defined.
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Spaces are included in
the book so you can take
notes about what you
don’t understand or what
you want to remember.

One point lesson

In-depth analyses of
major grammar points
and expressions help you
to understand sentences
with difficult grammar.
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How TO IMPROVE
READING ABILITY

o477 38 HE 3% ST B 2R BE

T ¢ T2 —

@ catch key words

Read the key words in the sentences and practice
catching the gist of the meaning of the sentence. You
might question how working with a few important words
could enhance your reading ability. However, it's quite
effective. If you continue to use this method, you will find
out that the key words and your knowledge of people and
situations enables you to understand the sentence.

@) Divide long sentences

Read in chunks of meaning, dividing sentences into
meaningful chunks of information. In the book, chunks are
arranged in sentences according to meaning. If you
consider the sentences backwards or grammatically, your
reading speed will be slow and you will find it difficult to
listen to English.

You are ready to move to a more sophisticated level of
comprehension when you find that narrowly focusing on
chunks is irritating. Instead of considering the chunks, you
will make it a habit to read the sentence from the beginning
to the end to figure out the meaning of the whole.
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M Blue' Wednesday

On the first Wednesday of every month,
the trustees” of the John Grier

Orphanage’ came to visit.

Jerusha Abbott hated these days the most.
She was the oldest orphan”in the home".
She had the responsibility® to make sure’
everything was completely® clean. She also had
to clean every one of the ninety-seven orphans.

1. blue [blu:] (a.) F &84

2. trustee [tras’ti:] (n.) 4. orphan [*o:rfon] (n.) I8 52
Reesa2ieA; 5. home (n.)
KM EF HAEM AR AR FRZ R

3. orphanage [*o:rfonid3] 6. responsibility
(n.) IR SLIE [rispa:nsabilati] (n.) &4E
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Today was one of those days. Now the day
was over and she was sitting down, thinking
about the day.

Mrs. Lippett, the matron”®, had kept Jerusha
busy all day long '°. Jerusha looked out the
window and watched the trustees driving
through the orphanage gates. She was dreaming
of ' driving away in a similar '* car when she
heard a familiar voice.

7. make sure #E{%

8. completely [kom pli:tli] 10.all day long # X%
(adv.) B A H 11.dream of %72

9. matron [‘mertron] (n.) 12.similar [*similor] (a.)
itk A ey 5 B Y
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Chapter One
Blue Wednesday

1. panic [*panik] (n.) 6. cast [kest] (v.) &4t
BB s BLiL (cast-cast-cast)
2. gothrough 8% ; ¥i% 7. shadow [[&dou] (n.) #F
3. tasty [‘tersti] (a.) 8. hall [ho:1] (n.) FIEE ; &R
TFep ey oy 9. daddy-long-legs spider
4. Oh my! o ok (—AEF Loy R
e oek vk (Row R Yk )
R 0Y)E) 10.reply [rr’plai] (v.)
5. rude [ru:d] (a.) #4244 HA G EE
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“He is one of our most important trustees.
He told me not to tell you his name.

He doesn’t want you to know it.”

“Do you remember Charles
Benton and Henry Freize?
Well, this gentleman sent
them and other boys to
college”. Until now", he has

“Why is she telling me this?”
Jerusha thought to herself".

Mrs. Lippett continued,

only chosen” boys.

. think to oneself 7 324
. college [*ka:lid3] (n.)

P

3. until now # 3|3 4&

. choose [tfu:z] (v.) 4%

(choose-chose-chosen)

5. meeting ['mi:tip] (n) 3%
6. discuss [di'skas] (v.) 313

© COSMOS CU

. normally [*no:rmali] (adv.)

EEd —RIER

LIUnE LU

8. be expected to. ..
€ FE 3/ CRRRRD

9. consider [konsidoar] (v.)
FE  HEy

10.excellent [‘eksolont] (a.)
B Eny s R

11.grade [greid] (n.) A&4%

12.offer [‘a:for] (v.) %4



Jerusha was stunned'. “To college!”
she said.

“Yes, this gentleman thinks you have great
talent” and wants you to become a writer.
He will pay your board’ and tuition” for four
years. He will also give you an allowance” of
thirty-five dollars a month.

1. stun [stan] (v.) AL %
(stun-stunned-stunned)
2. talent [‘talont] (n.) 4 3
3. board [bo:rd] (n.)
BE FiE
4. tuition [tju:1fon] (n.) % &
© COSMAS CULTURE LTD

5. allowance [5'lauans] (n.)

6. in return ¥ & =141

7. progress [‘pra:gres] (n.)
wy o g ER

8. write back =1z



One Point Lesson

¢ I've never written many letters before so it seems
strange to be writing one now.

RAMHE KRG EBHER » FTARLE B RETFRTIE -

have + B4 : LEXRTR "FRAAL » BETHINER
SERKAIE - BEAJEE ever 2% never EA -

@ I have never seen the picture. &# & LiBERBH -
I have read this book once. & i —kiE A% -
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Comprehension Quiz BERapterOne

() Fill in the blanks with the given words.

rude have respectful written

@ You must always remember to have a

tone.
@ Oh my! Was one of the orphans ?
©I!__ never______ many

letters before.

6 True or False.

(3 @ Jerusha imagined herself dressed in the
finest clothes at the end of the day.

(3 @ The man Jerusha saw had very long arms
and legs.

(i} € The man decided to send Jerusha to
college because he liked girls.

(2 @ Jerusha felt uncomfortable when she was
writing a letter to someone she didn't
know.
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@ Choose the best answer to each question.

@ Why did Jerusha hate the first Wednesday of every
month?

(a) She had to do a lot of homework.
(b) She was always punished on those days.

(c) She was extremely busy all day long.

@ Which is not a condition of Jerusha going to college?
(a) She must write to Mr. John Smith.
(b) She receives thirty-five dollars a month.

(c) She must ask Mr. John Smith many questions.

Fill in the blanks with the given words Remember
to change the tense of verbs accordingly.

watch  keep  be finished hear look

Now the blue Wednesday @ and Jerusha was
sitting down, thinking about the day. Mrs. Lippett had

(2) her busy all day long. She €

out the window and @ the trustees driving
through the orphanage gates. She was dreaming of
driving away in a similar car when she @

a familiar voice.

© COSMOS CULTURE LTD



