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Mary

My name is Mary Lennox. I grew up in

India. My parents are dead, so I live with
my uncle in a huge castle. Most days
you can find me working hard in

my secret garden. This is a very

special place, where I can meet
friends, play with the animals,

and enjoy nature.

Dickon

Hi, I'm Dickon. I love animals. They are my
friends. I spend most of my time in the

gardens at Misselthwaite Manor.
Gardening is my favorite pastime.
I think everyone should be outside
working in gardens.
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Colin

I’'m Colin Craven, Archibald Craven’s
son. I'm very sick, so I spend most of
my time alone, in bed. I read a lot
but I wish I had friends to talk to
and to play with outside.

I forget what having fun is like.

Archibald Craven

My name is Archibald Craven. Sadly, my
wife died ten years ago in our garden. I
travel all over the world, so I don’t have

time to see my son. I don’t mean to be

a bad father—it’s just that seeing my

son reminds me how much I miss
my wife.
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+ Chapter One

M Mary Lennox

ary Lennox had a thin little face and a thin

little body, thin light' hair and a very sour?-
expression®. She never smiled—not once during
the long trip to England.

She had come from India where a terrible
disease“had killed thousands of people. Among
the dead were Mary’s mother and father. She
didn’t miss° them very much since® she hardly’
knew them. Her parents were always away
somewhere for important business. Mary Lennox
hardly even knew what their faces looked like.

1. light [latt] (a.) % & 49 5. miss [mis] (v.) & &
2. sour [saur] (a.) MR IEHY 6. since [sins] (conj.)
3. expression [ik sprefon] A& i
(n) e &k 7. hardly [*hardli] (adv.)
4. disease [dr'zi:z] (n.) & & £F 1
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Chapter One
Mary Lennox

One Point Lesson

Among the dead were Mary’s mother and father.
ERAEGAGTFTRAIBEYFFH -

Mary’s mother and father were among the dead.
HENXERERELET -

the + (adj.) : B—EFRFABELEEDH the BA - BAEEHE -
@ therich F A #9 A the poor & % w9 A
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Instead of parents, Mary had servants' that
took care of” her. She only needed to ask people
for whatever she needed. Unfortunately, Mary
grew up believing that everybody was her servant.

Now that’ Mary’s parents were dead, the girl
had only one relative“. His name was Mr.
Archibald Craven. Mary didn’t know anything
about the man. But she would live in his house
until she was eighteen years old.

When Mary finally arrived in England, Mrs.
Medlock, Archibald Craven’s housekeeper-, met
her at the port®.

“Are you my servant?” Mary
asked.
“Hmmm!” grunted’ Mrs.
Medlock. “You’d better mind®
your manners’! I work for your
uncle. Not for you! I'm
supposed to '’ bring you to
Yorkshire ''. That’s where your
new home will be. Follow'* me.
We have to catch the two o’clock train.
Hurry up!”

>N
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Chapter One
Mary Lennox

On the train, Mary mostly just stared out the
window and watched the English landscape '” roll
by '“. How different it seemed from India!

servant ['s3rrvont] (n.) A
take care of R JiE; JE 2
now that Bt &

relative [relotiv] (n.) #&
housekeeper [‘haus ki:por]
(n) BR

6. port [port] (n) #H v

7. grunt [grant] (v.) "6k F 3R

8. mind [maind] (v) & ; ¥&

oo W=
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9. manners [‘'m&noarz] (n.)
REHE ; Rab
10.be supposed to fE%----
11.Yorkshire
# Ak (A RILey—BR)
12 follow [fa:lou] (v.) ¥&FE
13.landscape [lendskerp] (n.)
=&

14.roll by 74 @t



{s)

“Wake up, dear'. We’ve arrived. It’s time to go
to Misselthwaite Manor,” said Mrs. Medlock.

“What’s ‘Misselthwaite Manor?’”

“That’s the name of your new home. It’s a
huge- castle” that has belonged to“ the Craven
family for hundreds of years. It has a very big
lake beside it and many gardens. There are a
hundred rooms in the house. Most of them are
locked”, though.”

1. dear [dir] (a.) #% 84 7. set [set] (v.) &>

2. huge [hju:d3] (a.) E K4y 8. nowadays [‘nauvodeiz]

3. castle ['kaesal] (n.) IRE (adv.) B4 . & F

4. belong to & #----- 9. once in a while # &

5. lock [lak] (v.) 44 _E 10.either ['i:00r] (adv.)

6. crooked [krukid] (a.) (AAL )&
SRR 6y

N

© COSMOS EULTUREATD



Chapter One
Mary Lennox

“Why are they locked?” Mary asked.  _o====%
“Mr. Craven likes it that way.” —
“Why?”

“Well, it’s a long story. Mr.
Craven is a crooked® man. That
set’ him wrong. He was a sour
young man until he was married.
His wife was very beautiful, and he
loved her very much.

When she died he became even
stranger. He locked himself in his room
for months. Nowadays®, he comes out once in a
while”. But he hardly ever meets people. ’'m sure

he won’t meet you, either

One Point Lesson

¢ It's a huge castle that has belonged to the Craven
family for hundreds of years.

BERREBEBALRKIRY  CEARABFIA -
have + &L 575 - HARKE AT RB AN IR TR
& BAEE ST HNEBEEEBENBEEENEHS - K ' KE
REZ A, ZH for RE# -

@ | have lived here in London for ten years.
RIEEMBERTERTFT -
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Comprehension Quiz SChapterOne

Q True or False.

@ Mary had come from India.
@ In India, Mary often dressed herself.

€ When Mary arrived in England, she thought
that everyone was her servant.

@ Archibald Craven was Mary’s father. 'F]

© Mary never felt lonely at Misselthwaite Manor.

(® Mary didn’t care very much about the
secret garden.

€ Beside the house . « ) were not blooming
yet.

@) Mary dreamed about * (9 there was a big lake.

+ @ a boy crying.
hundred rooms

€) There are a

@ The flowers : > (® in Misselthwaite Manor.
© Ten years ago . * (3 Mr. Craven’s beautiful
wife died.

N

© COSMOS CULTURE LTD



@ Choose the correct answer.

@ Why did Mr. Craven lock himself into his room?
(a) Because his wife died and he was shy.

(b) Because his wife died and he was sad.

(c) Because his wife died and he was poor.

@ What would happen when the weather got warmer?
(@) Mary would find a secret garden.

(b) The trees in the orchard would have fruit on
them.

(c) Flowers would start to bloom.

@ Rearrange the sentences in chronological order.

@) Mary was sent to England to live with her uncle.

@ Everyone in the house, except for Mary, died of a
terrible disease.

€) Mary’s uncle didn’t want to see her.
@) Mary lived in India with her mother and father.
€ Mary traveled by train to Yorkshire.

= = = =
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Understanding
the Story

English Children
in India

hen Mary Lennox arrived at Misselthwaite

Manor, she was a very rude child. Her bad
behavior is a reflection of the way she was raised in
India. In 1911, the time that Frances Hodgson Burnett
wrote The Secret Garden, Britain controlled all of
India. Hundreds of British people, like Mary’s parents,
went to India to help govern the country.




Most of them lived like
kings with many Indian
servants who did
everything for them.
The British children

of these families must
have felt like little

princes and princesses.

They were looked after by Indian servants who had to
do anything that the children asked. These servants
even put on the children’s clothes for them! It was not
surprising that some of these children became spoiled
and lazy.

However, these children may also have felt neglected by
their parents. Usually the parents were too busy with
their jobs or social lives to spend time with their own
children.



